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1. LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

The fisheries industry of Sri Lanka contributes significantly to the nutrition, employment and food 
security, foreign exchange earnings, and government revenue of the country, and therefore its 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀ 
perceives illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing) as a serious threat to the 
sustainability of the fisheries both in national jurisdictions and high seas, and agrees that such fishing 
has to be prevented, deterred and eliminated. Towards this end, Sri Lanka is in the process of 
implementing measures in conformity with the national and international law. Sri Lanka is also 
committed to cooperate with other States, both directly and through the Indian Ocean Tuna 
Commission (IOTC) or where necessary through any other Regional Fisheries Management 
Organization, to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing. 

Fisheries of Sri Lanka are governed by the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act (FARA), provisions of 
which are administered by the Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DFAR). FARA was 
amended in 2013 by among other things incorporating provisions to implement measures, which are 
needed to combat IUU fishing activities conducted by local fishing boats in high seas and waters in 
national jurisdictions of other States. These provisions include heavy penalties for violators, which 
were enhanced by another amendment effected to FARA in 2015. A series of regulations have been 
issued for the purpose of giving effect to these provisions. 

Since Sri Lanka is a member of IOTC, it is bound to implement its resolutions for the conservation 
and management of marine resources. The main resolution ƛǎ мнκлоέ - on the recording of catch and 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ōȅ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lh¢/ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜέΦ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀ has gazette and implemented 
άCƛǎƘ ŎŀǘŎƘ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ нлмпέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ resolution 12/03. 

In this context, DFAR has signed a Letter of Agreement (LOA) with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations for the provision of services relatiƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ά{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎέΦ This activity has been conducted under the 
Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) Project funded by the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) - GCP/RAS/236/GEF; Norway - GCP/RAS/246/NOR and Sweden - GCP/RAS/248/SWE and is 
implemented by FAO. The main activities of the project have been completed successfully. This 
project would contribute to ensure the sustainability of exploiting marine resources by the Sri 
Lankan fishermen in the Bay of Bengal region via providing the data with proper log book data 
collection system and building the awareness among the stakeholders on International Conventions 
and obligations. 

2. tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

The project was managed by DFAR with financial assistance from BOBLME. While the Director 
General was in overall charge, Director, Management Division of DFAR was the team leader who had 
been assisted by three technical team members including the Deputy Director (socio-economist) of 
DFAR, the Assistant Director from Management Division and one Technical Assistant from head 
office to support the senior project staff. 
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3. !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

The activities of the project are as follows: 

¶ Preparation of awareness materials on data reporting 

Awareness materials including leaflets, sample log sheets, presentations have been prepared in a 
view to provide all necessary information on international obligations and method of completing log 
sheets. 

¶ Organizing nine stakeholder awareness programmes in the main fishing harbor areas 

Nine stakeholder awareness workshops have been conducted covering main high seas fishery 
harbours namely Chilaw, Negombo, Kalutara, Batticaloa, Kalpitiya, Galle, Matara, Tangalle and 
Trincomalee. More than 650 participants have attended the workshops. Each workshop has been 
conducted in Sinhala/Tamil from 0830 h to 1630h. 

¶ Setting up and maintain an electronic data base on log book data 

Data of completed log sheets returns are being entered to the electronic database and validated 
with VMS data of the particular vessel. 

4. LƴǇǳǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ 

Participants expressed their views and suggestions to improve many areas in the fisheries sector and 
data collection through log book system. They happily stated that they gained more knowledge on 
international fishery related agreements and the method of completing log sheets. Also they gave 
their suggestions to make log books user friendly. Fishers also requested to conduct more awareness 
programmes since most of fishers are not aware of completing log sheets and newly imposed 
regulations regarding data collection. 

5. tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ 

¶ During Jan. to Sept. 2014, the number of sheets with incorrect coordinates totaled 1,820 
(average 202 per month). The total number of sheets with incorrect coordinates from Oct. 2014 
to Jan. 2015 is 320 (average 106 per month). 

¶ During Jan. to Sept. 2014, the number of sheets with missing catch and effort data totaled 807 
(average 90 per month). The total number of sheets with missing catch and effort data from Oct. 
2014 to Jan. 2015 is 190 (average 63 per month). 

¶ The total number of sheets with "other errors" during Jan. to Sept. 2014 totaled 1,330 (average 
148 per month). The total during the preceding three months is 336 (average 112 per month). 

¶ The total number of log sheets received from Nov. 2014 to March 2015 was 3002. The total 
number of incorrect log sheets are 909 out of total received (30.2%). 

¶ The number of sheets with incorrect coordinates are 200 (6.6%) and 320 (11%) with missing 
catch and effort data. 389 (13%) identified with other errors. 

¶ At present, the incorrect points i.e. position, species wise catch etc. is reporting correctly. Other 
minor errors exist. 
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6. /ƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

The Department of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources, the implementing partner, has completed works 
stipulated in ǘƘŜ [h! ƻŦ ά{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǎystem for fishing vŜǎǎŜƭǎέΦ 
Awareness materials on fish catch data recording in log books to be distributed among participants 
of the stakeholder meeting and leaflets to make aware on international agreements (conservation & 
management measures) have been prepared and distributed. Since the awareness materials have 
been translated in to Sinhala & Tamil, most of stakeholders including fishers are interested in 
reading them. It is required to print different types of leaflets, posters to make aware of fishers 
regarding responsible fisheries. 

Department of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources has conducted nine stakeholder awareness 
programmes in main fisheries districts in which most of fishing vessels are operated in high seas. 

Participants comprising fishery officers, vessel owners, skippers, crew members, fishery harbour 
managers were given practical sessions to fill log book sheets and their completed sheets are 
evaluated and discussed. Detail of the awareness programmes are in Appendix I. All participants 
were able to gain knowledge on completion of log books. There is a considerable improvement in log 
sheets returns after conducting the all awareness programmes with assistance of FAO BOBLME 
Project. This improvement is very important to this department especially at present since Sri 
Lankan fish import is banned by European Commission under their EC/IUU Regulation. 

Preparation of log book data base has been completed and entering of log sheet data has been 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǾŜǎǎŜƭΩǎ ±a{ ŘŀǘŀΦ ! ǇǊƛƴǘƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
page of the interface is in Appendix II. 

It is also necessary to conduct more awareness programmes at these districts to cover more 
stakeholders since some vessels were at sea when conducting these programmes. 

Awareness materials of the project are in Appendix III and Appendix IV. 
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Appendix I Details of the awareness workshops 

 

Date District No. of participants 

26.04.2014 Chilaw 76 

04.07.2014 Kalutara 75 

12.07.2014 Matara 77 

02.08.2014 Trincomalee 77 

21.08.2014 Galle 84 

10.09.2014 Batticaloa 78 

22.10.2014 Tangalle 79 

15.12.2015 Negombo 76 

22.12. 2015 Kalpitiya 76 

Total number of participants                    698 
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Appendix II Log book system interface 
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Appendix III Awareness material on άFisheries in international watersέ 
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̩̇̒ʓȤ̟̒ ɽˏ̔̌ ̞̫̱ɺȍ ʘ̱̖́ ̞̩ʐǯ ̫̔ 

¶ ȥ̞ɽ ̠̚ ̘ǲ̞ 

¶ ̞̩ǲ̩ ʡ̞̩ ̘Ȍ˫Ż̞ ̤̥ǭ˿̞ 

¶   ̱̜ ̱̥ʐɺ ̠̘̚ǲ ̞

¶ ̱̠ˡŖ ̱̘ˡ̒ 
̩̇̒ʓȤ̟̒ ɽˏ̱Ȉ ̜ˆȤ ˯ʠʢ̱ɺ ȥ̟̒  ̤̫̜ 
̞̩ǲ̡̩˿̜, ̘Ȥ̖ ľ̜̞, ̜ˆȤ ˭ʠ̠̖ ɛ̱Ȉ̢, 
˭ʠ̠̖ ̜ˆȤ ɛ̜̩̐, ̜ˆȤ ̡ʗ́ ̞̖ ̱̒ˡ̟ǯʜ 
˯ǯ̠Ǭ ̱̠ˡŖ ̱̘ˡ̒ĸ ̡̘Ǭ̡̩̱̖́ ̞̩̜ 
˭ȥ̡̩ʗ̞ ̱ʧ.  

̩̇̒ʓȤ̟̒ ɽˏ̱Ȉȍ ˼̚ ʨ˄Ȥ ̱̖ˡ˿̠ʐǯ ̱Ȉ̡ʠ 

¶ Ȍ́ Ĺ ̱̠ˢɻ̌ʗ 2.5̌ ̡̪ǉ ˿̟̜ʠ ̪̔ʠ 
̘Ȥ̖ Ĺʚ̜. 

¶ ̡̱̖Ǭ ̡̟̠̌ ɽˏȎ ˅̡̜̩Ȥ ̡̠̌ ̞̩̜. 

¶ ̜ˆȤ ˯ʠʢ̜̌ ̥̖̒ɺ ˿̟ ˯ǭ ɛ̱Ȉ̢ 
̡̠̌ ̞̩̜. 

¶ ̥̖̒ɺ ̜̩˘ ˯ʠʢ̜ (˿ ̤ ̱̜ˢ̟̩, 
̱̎ˡʠ˛Ȥ ̥̩ ˿̨̡̪̤̫̩̚ ). 

¶ ̤Ȥȥ̱ʧ̖̔ ̥̩ ̱̒ˡ̟ǯʜ ʘ̨̤˿̟̖ 
 ̱̚ˢ̡̞̩̠̌ ̥̩ȥ Ĺʛ̜  ̥ ̩ ˮ̤Ȥ̖̱ʍ 
̘Ȥ̖ Ĺʚ̜. 

 

˿̤ ̱̜ˢ̟̩, ̱̎ˡʠ˛Ȥ ̥̩  ˿̨̡̪̤̫̩̚ ˯ʠʢ̜ 
̥̖̒ɺ ˯ʎ? 
̱̚ˢʩ̜ ˭ǋ ̱̥ˠǯ̡̱Ȥ ̡̗ʩ ̞̩̱ɺ ̒ʗ̖̞̇̌ 

̠ĸʩ ˯ǭ ̪̚ʨȥ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
˹̱̤ˠ ̥̖̜̒̌ ̠ĸʪ̡̔ ̘Ȥ̖ ľ̜̱ʍ ˱̠ĸ˿́̒ 
̜ˆȤ̌ ˭̡̜̟̒ ˱̥̒ ̜ˆȤ ˭ˆʨ̱ɺ ˭̡̨̤̩̓ ˯̒. 
˹̜ŗȤ ̱̚ˢʩ̜ ˭ǋ ̜ˆȤ ̡̗ʩ̱ɺ ̒ʗ̖̞̇̌ 
̠ĸ̱ʧ. 

ʨ̢̱ˠ̣̱̞Ȥ ̘̪̌ʪȤ ˭ǋ̡̱Ȥ ɨˍ˿̟̖ ̱̜ˢ̟̩ 
 ʨ̢̱ˠ̣ ̤̗̥̩ ̱̜̜ ̒Ǭ̡̞̒ ˱̩̒ ̒ȌȤ ̠̘̩̚ 
˯̒. 

 
 
ɽˏȎ ̘ĸʾȤ 

 
 
Ȍ̞ ̜ǯɖ̌̌ ˮ̤Ȥ̡̖ ̘Ȥ̖ ˿̟̖ ˿̟̜ʠ ̪̔ʠ 
̥̩ ̜ʜ̡̪ʠ ̜ŗȤ ˭ ̘̱Ŗ ̘̩ʚ̛̱ˢ̖̞̇̌ 
̱̖ˡ́Ȥ̖̩ ˱̩̒ ˭ǋ ̱̚ˢʩ̜ĸ ˯ǭ ɽˏȎ ̘ĸʾȤ 
˭ˆʩ̜ ̜ŗȤ ˹̜ ̘ĸʾ ̥̖̞́ ˭ǋʩ̜̌ ̱̥ˠǯʨ̞ 
̥̪˿.  

 
̡́ḻ̜́Ȥ ʐǯ Ȝ̡̟ ˿ʗ̜̩Ȥ̞̒ĸ 

̤̗̥̩ ˿̡̪̘̱ɽ!

̩̇̒ʓȤ̟̒ ɽˏ̱Ȉ Ȝ̡̟ 
˿ʗ̜̩Ȥ̒  ̞

 

 

̡́ḻ̜́Ȥ ʐǯ Ȝ̡̟ ˿ʗ̜̩Ȥ̞̒ĸ 

̤̗̥̩ ˭Ǭ̡̪̠ĸ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ȝ̡̟ ̥̩ ̠̇̇ ̤ɺ̘Ǭ ̱̘̩̔ʗ̱̒ɺȤǯ̡ 

̜̩ʡ̡̩́Ǭ̒ 

̱˿ˡ̦̝ 10 
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