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Summary
Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis: Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project

A series of meetings was organized for the introduction of the Transboundary Diagnostic
Analysis (TDA), Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project in all of the 6 Andaman
Provinces of Thailand, with representatives from Thai government regional agencies, NGOs, and
central government agencies. Each meeting is summarized as follows;

1. Andaman provinces meeting (February 7 – 14, 2011)
Mr. Sakanan presented the background of the implementing of the BOBLME project in
Thailand and roughly introduced the project at the beginning such as, the objectives, further
steps after implementing the TDA: BOBLME project, the situations of coastal and marine
environment, the mutual problem issues among the regional countries and the roots of problems
which were classified into three issues: overexploitation of the capacity of natural production,
the degradation of marine ecosystem and pollution. In addition, there are some opinions and
issues discussed in the meeting by the representatives from the six provinces along Andaman
coastal areas which were organized during February 7 – 14, 2011. In addition to the TDA report,
the issues from the six provinces are presented as follows:
1) Ranong province
•

Cross border fishery issue should be negotiated at a government level.

•

Fishing with floating basket in national park areas often causes troubles to national parks.

•

The fishermen use fish net which are smaller than the standard. Therefore, there should
be an emphasizing on the measurement to strictly control the seines’ producing factory.

•

The officers are unable to constantly investigate, and unable to cover all the areas of
inspection.

•

Mud crabs population (Poo Dam) is decreasing due to the use of fishing tools to catch too
small aquatic animals by the fishermen.

•

The Knowledge Management (KM) should be managed by the locals, and allow them to
collect the information from the government.

•

The organizing of training should be seriously operated together with the agencies who
actually work in the area.

•

The problem of disappearance of catchment areas due to the increasing of land
encroachment, leads to the flood problem in the coastal communities.

•

There is not any management on the support of the draining of ships’ oil at the port.

•

The wastewater treatment must be publicized because it is difficult to enforce the law;
indeed, an understanding of the regulation management should be created, particularly,
by the local administrative organization.
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2) Phuket province
•

There is a sedimentation problem from the opening of soil surface and sediment flows
into the sea.

•

The problem of wastewater from communities and tourism development area is found.

•

The law is difficult to enforce due to the politics and influential people.

•

The problem of fishing boats management is found that the fishermen registered their
boats in a certain type of fishing but they fish in another type of the license.

•

The law enforcement in each country is different.

•

The number of mangrove forest is decreasing due to the over utilization such as
government office and land encroachment.

•

There is an increasing of small-crabs catch especially blue swimming crab (Poo Ma) for
the crabmeat.

•

The integration by the government sector completely fails which needs to be solved in
the management system.

•

There is a change in nature as the current is changed after the Tsunami.

•

In some areas, it was found that the fish caught have bad smell and cannot be eaten such
as in the port area.

3) Phangnga province
•

There is an increase of the tourism development.

•

Fishing in national park areas is found.

•

There is an initiative of providing information and news to the residents’ sector.

•

The coastal area management is needed.

•

Garbage problem is increasing.

•

There is a conflict on the area between the large fishery and the small fishery.

4) Krabi province
•

There is a proposal on conducting of a provincial coastal development plan.

•

The tourism development may cause an effect to the ecosystem such as in Phi Phi
Islands.

•

During the period of “Bay Closing season”, the fishermen lack of alternative careers.

•

Small aquatic animal catch is increasing.

•

The price of aquatic animal is declined.

•

The problem of the decreasing number of blue swimming crab (Poo Ma) resulted from
the high demand of crabmeat, so, the small crabs are caught without reproducing and
nowadays, there is still no resolution for this problem. In case of the illegal feeding crabs
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that have eggs outside its shells, the solution is to establish the Blue swimming crab (Poo
Ma) Bank Project”.

5) Trang province
•

The growing of tourism causes the garbage problem.

•

There is a coastal erosion problem.

•

Due to a declining in fishery resources and changes, nowadays, the fishermen tend to
change their career of fishing to farming and tourism business.

•

The problem of coral bleaching is found.

•

There is an increasing of small aquatic-animals catch.

•

The management of garbage on the islands is ineffective.

•

The problem of wastewater is found.

•

The soil-sediment flows into the sea and are covering the seagrass beds.

•

The increasing number of Dugong’s death makes the local have a co-regulation in
specifying appropriate fishing tools.

6) Satun province
•

Due to a large number of fishing boats crossing borders, a consultation between countries
should be operated.

•

There are many bi-nationality registered boats which are supported by Malaysian
capitalists.

•

It is found that Thai small fishing boats often have a problem of intruding into Malaysian
territorial waters because in the past Thai people usually traveled between the two
countries.

•

Satun Fishery Association has set a regulation on friendly fishery to the environment.

•

According to Fishery Law, there is a prohibition to fish in 3,000 meters zone but the local
want to decrease the prohibited zone to be 2,000 meters.

•

Bottom gill net cause damages to sea floor which are still lack of baseline studies on the
seafloor community.

•

A management plan should be made at community, sub-district, district and village
levels, especially, on the islands where there are many villagers.

•

Due to a lack of control for the growing of tourism in Li Pae Island, it causes effects to
natural resources and environment.

•

The increasing of small-aquatic animals catch is resulted from the demand of the animal
feed’s manufacturers and anchovy industries.

•

The management of garbage disposal in islands and coastal is ineffective.

•

There is a lack of control for the application of the Law and the enforcement.

•

Although the artificial reefs facilitate the fishermen for effortless catch and to save time,
the resources are increasingly damaged by them as well.
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•

During the closing season of tourism, the local private sectors still run their business in
the islands such as in Li Pae Island.
In summary, the 6 provinces meeting reveal the courses of the degradation of natural
habitat and deterioration of sea water quality and the decrease of marine resources are
caused by;
1. The overexploitation of natural resources, especially marine resources, leads to
the questions that what is the cause of the declining of resources such as smallaquatic animal catch, the use of inappropriate tools and the examples of the tools.
2. The problem of degeneration of the mangrove’s ecosystem, sea grass and coral
reefs.
3. Issues on pollution from land and shipping, farming, harbors, sailing channel,
sediments, wastewater from communities, and etc.

2. Phuket Meeting (March15, 2011)
Phuket Royal City Hotel
Mr. Sakanan Plathong furthers his presentation that the output from the 6 provinces
meeting are presented to the representative from the central Government agencies,
Andaman provinces, local NGOs at the Phuket Royal City Hotel on March 15, 2011. The
meeting ended up with many suggestions and issues from Transboundary Diagnostic
Analysis, which are;

1. The Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation should be added as
one of the institutes that are responsible for environmental and marine concerns among
the countries in Bay of Bengal in part of Thailand. This is because the main marine
resources such as coral reef and seagrass beds exist in the area under the responsibility of
the Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plan Conservation.
2. According to the root of problem of the natural resources degradation, a poor fishermen
village was mentioned as one of the cause of problems. The meeting viewed that it was
impossible because the root of the problem should be on the wealth, demanding, and
insufficiency. For example: although the small-scale fishermen can catch fish in a few
kilograms, it is enough for their livelihood while the large-scale fishermen have to
increasingly catch fish in order to have money for hiring and the family’s expenses.
3. In relation to marine pollution problem issues, aspects related to tourism activities and
marine aquatic food processing should be added as causes of the marine pollution
problems.
4. According to the transboundary diagnostic analysis in Thailand, the problems should be
analyzed and ranked for their significances and urgency.
5. Thailand and this region still lack of knowledge about the sea bed ecosystem at a deep
sea level up to hundreds feet. For example: sponge ground and a pinnacle area which are
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fishing grounds of large trawling and has been heavily utilized. Therefore, it is possible
that the marine ecosystem in this area may be in a serious degeneration which needs to be
studied on its present conditions in all aspects, in order to apply the obtained knowledge
for further management.
6. The problem of political influences, and immoral, dishonest and corrupted politicians,
has the root of problem from people. This is because the people like to elect the
politicians who are the same as them without proper decision. Therefore, the change
should be started from the people by raising their awareness and having proper voting.
7. The determination on the procedure for local community development in Thailand is only
managed by the group of people at administrative level, thus, villagers or people in
communities rarely take part in this decision making. Another main issue is the valuing
on the ecosystem which is found that the environment and resources are valued at very
low level.
8. In case of the arrest of fishing boats at the border areas between countries, there should
be an agreement on a clear criterion for the arrest, including the concern on two-nations
ships. Accordingly, it is suggested that the BOBLME project should take part in
cooperating with the agreement between the countries.
9. Regarding the issue on conflicts between communities and national parks, although some
areas might have been utilized by villagers before the announcement of establishing a
national park, however, when it becomes a national park, the management should rely on
a conservation dimension along with the utilization. Thus, in the future there should be
the creating of a proper regulation for sustainable utilization of natural resources.
10. The rules for fishery utilization should be revised in a certain area by holding to a
principle of the permission according to season, period of fishing, types of tools to catch
aquatic animals, and kinds of permitted aquatic animals for catching.
11. Local agencies at sub-district, provincial, and group of provinces levels want to make a
coastal resources management plan for their own areas which is already under a budget
allotment. However, they still lack of organizations or agencies which are specialized in
natural resources management to collaborate in this task.
12. Nowadays, the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources is concentrating on a
working plan for the coastal resource management by the associated network of coastal
and marine resource management in 23 provinces. This is to perform work in three
levels: province, group of provinces, and national levels.
13. The announcement of protected area may increase conflicts between villagers and
government officers. Thus, the effective resources management should allow the resource
users to be the owner of the resources because if they feel that they are co-owners, they
would have more involvement in the conservation. In addition, there should be a support
law for the communities in order to keep benefits of their resources in their own areas.
14. The knowledge and the awareness on the benefits of resources conservation should be
informed to villagers, concretely, as well as, it is a breeding ground and nursery area of
the aquatic animals for the fishermen. Subsequently, the villagers would be more
understanding and cooperate for the conservation because they are directly obtaining
benefits.
15. The marine coastal ecosystem conservation should be started from the upper water shade
areas because it will continually impact to the end of the river, that is, the coastal
ecosystem.
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16. With respect to the BOBLME project, it was suggested that there should be a pilot
project in the concerned area to concretely see how it works. The meeting has proposed
the area of Tha-Jeen canal in Phuket province where there are still a lot of garbage in the
canal due to the community along this canal bank still lack of a good awareness for the
garbage management and often throw the garbage into the canal. For example: there
might be an initiated project by using EM Ball and the campaign for not throwing
garbage in to the canal, in order to restore the water quality in Tha-Jeen canal. In
addition, the Marine Department is willing for cooperation and continually conducts the
projects in this area.
17. The BOBLME project would be a great opportunity for creating networks in order to
exchange and learn the ways to manage the ecosystem between nations in the Bay of
Bengal such as the ecosystem management of the seagrass beds and coral reef in
Thailand.

3. Central government agencies Meeting (August 8 – 9, 2011)
Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation
Department of Marine and Coastal Resources
Department of Fisheries

Separate meetings were organized in a small group with the staffs of the Department of
National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources
and Department of Fisheries. The concept idea of TDA report and the results from the 6
provinces meeting and the Government agencies meeting in Phuket was presented to each key
government agency.
Mr. Sakanan presented the background of the implementing of the BOBLME project in
Thailand and roughly introduced the project at the beginning such as, the objectives, further
steps after implementing the TDA: BOBLME project, the situations of coastal and marine
environment, the mutual problem issues among the regional countries and the roots of problems
which classified into three issues: overexploitation of the capacity of natural production, the
degradation of marine ecosystem and pollution. In addition, there are some opinions and issues
discussed in the meeting by the representatives from the six provinces along Andaman coastal
areas which are organized during February 7 – 14, 2011.
•

Participants have no objection with the result of the Tranboundary Diagnostic Analysis
for the BOBLME program. The TDA studies have strengthened their current perception
on the Andaman Sea issues, which are the over-exploitation, degradation of natural
habitat and pollution. In the future, the effect from climate change will be stronger. The
information from the 6 provinces is very informative and provides new information for
the government agencies, especially the transboundary issues in Satun and Ranong
Provinces. It should be translated to the activities. The program should be implemented
urgently.

•

The Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservations should be included
in the key organization for the management of the marine and coastal resources since
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most coast lines in the Andaman coast are included in a series of 18 marine national
parks in the Andaman Sea. In addition, the Department has approved the management
plan of the Andaman Sea Nature Reserves which are covering the 17 Marine National
Parks and 1 non-hunting area in the Andaman Sea. The target of this plan is to establish
the management system for the Andaman Sea Protected Areas network and will nominate
the area to the World Heritage Committee. The objective of this management plan is not
only managing the area inside the protected areas, it will also encourage the management
of the buffer zone around the national park boundaries. In addition, the community based
management will be strengthened to the communities within the boundaries of the
national parks. The Protected Area Committee (PAC) will be set up for each of the
marine national parks and non-hunting area. Currently, the Department has many
programs with IUCN, WWF and UNDP for the capacity building of the staff of the
marine national parks.
•

The BOBLME can provide support for the management of coastal communities such as
awareness program, coastal zone management preparation and education program to
local communities and schools.

•

In addition, the Department of National Park will have a special program for the
management of Tarutao National Park, Satun province. The new management
recommendation is welcome to the program. Tarutao marine national park is located near
the Sarai island which is the priority site for the Department of Fisheries for the
management of coastal resources under the BOBLME program. Local residents are
fishing very close to the national park and during some season they fish within the
national park.

•

Much more research should be carried out to evaluate the current status of coral reef and
other marine resources in the areas. The current uses and threats should be evaluated. The
monitoring program should involve local operators or residents to be part of the
monitoring program. There is a need to establish a database of marine resources in the
Andaman Sea.

•

The past and present uses of local fishing communities and the sea gypsies in the
Andaman Sea should be gathered as well as the traditional knowledge of the sea such as
drug from the sea, climate characteristics and natural warning indicators to the disaster.
The Urak Lawoi sea gypsies in the southern Andaman Sea is an interesting group.

•

The Department of Marine and Coastal Resources has 3 leading centers in the Andaman
Coast which are the Phuket Marine Biological Center (Marine, Coastal Resources and
Mangrove Research and Development Institute) which aims at basic research and
monitoring of marine and coastal resources as well as seawater quality in the Andaman
Sea. In addition, there are two Marine and Coastal Resources Conservation centers in
Phuket and Trang provinces. The Conservation centers in Phuket and Trang have primary
mandates on the management of marine and coastal resources especially the promotion of
community based management of the coastal community. Some issues have been
implemented such as awareness program, promotion of community based management
and the artificial reef.

•

In addition, there is not a clear jurisdiction between government agencies that look after
the coastal and marine resources. There are many authorities but lack of effective
coordination. Thailand should have a national marine policy and special agencies to look
after national marine interests.
10

•

The future need is the education program such as the preparation of coastal zone
management for government officers and local Administrative Organization. In addition,
the sedimentation prevention from the island and mitigation to coral reef should be
strengthened since the coral reef degradation has been caused by sedimentation, climate
change and pollution.

•

The Department of Fisheries officers are concerned about the marine national park
conflict with the coastal fishing communities. The current laws of the national park act do
not allow fishing in the national park boundaries. The nomination of the World Heritage
Areas may increase more conflict with the local fisheries.

•

Mr. Tanoo Nabnian (local NGO representative in Phuket) provides information that, in
general, the local NGOs and local communities in the coastal area of the Andaman Sea
have agreed with the nomination of the Andaman Sea Nature Reserves to the World
Heritage committee. During the management plan preparation, the researchers had many
meetings with local communities. They believe that the agreement and the
recommendation that has been emphasized in the management plan will be implemented.
The World Heritage brand will help preserving the natural resources since it will
encourage the government agencies to pay more attention to the conservation of the
Andaman Sea. In addition, there are going to be many development projects on the
Andaman Sea Coast.

•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong adds more information on the nomination of the Andaman Sea
Nature Reserves that the current management plan and zoning was established a
mechanism to solve the community conflict. It was mentioned in the management plan
that the local fisheries can be allowed if the fishing is not illegal to the Fisheries Act.
Therefore it will strengthen the prevention of illegal fisheries in the national park
boundaries. In addition, the Pakbara, Satun province is the target area for the deep sea
port development project. These activities will be a new threat to the coastal area of
Satun province.

•

Mr. Petch Manoprawit, MPA specialist with BOBLME, has agreed to the strengthening
of the management network of the Andaman Sea Nature Reserves. It can be a
demonstration site for other countries in the region for the management of marine
protected area network. He proposed to submit a proposal to the BOBLME program.

•

Other suggestion from participants
•

Artificial reef program should be evaluated

•

Sarai islands can be an implementation site for BOBLME project
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Minutes
Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis: Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project

Monday 8th August, 2011
10.00am – 12.00am: Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation
14.00 – 16.00pm: Department of Marine and Coastal Resources
Tuesday 9th August 2011
9.00 – 12.00am: Department of Fisheries
Introduction
The meeting was organized in a small group meeting with the staffs of the Department of
National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources
and Department of Fisheries. The concept idea of TDA report and the results from the 6
provinces meeting and the Government agencies meeting in Phuket was presented to each key
government agencies.
Mr. Sakanan presented the background of the implementing of the BOBLME project in
Thailand and roughly introduced the project at the beginning such as, the objectives, further
steps after implementing the TDA: BOBLME project, the situations of coastal and marine
environment, the mutual problem issues among the regional countries and the roots of problems
which classified into three issues: overexploitation of the capacity of natural production, the
degradation of marine ecosystem and pollution. In addition, there are some opinions and issues
discussed in the meeting by the representatives from the six provinces along Andaman coastal
areas which are organized during February 7 – 14, 2011. In addition to the TDA report, the
issues from the six provinces are presented as follows:
7) Ranong province
•

Cross border fishery issue should be negotiated at a government level.

•

Fishing with floating basket in national park areas often causes troubles to national parks.

•

The fishermen use fish net which are smaller than the standard. Therefore, there should
be an emphasizing on the measurement to strictly control the seines’ producing factory.

•

The officers are unable to constantly investigate, and unable to cover all the areas of
inspection.

•

Mud crabs population (Poo Dam) is decreasing due to the use of fishing tools to catch too
small aquatic animals by the fishermen.

•

The Knowledge Management (KM) should be managed by the locals, and allow them to
collect the information to the government.

•

The organizing of training should be seriously operated together with the agencies who
actually work in the area.
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•

The problem of disappearance of catchment areas due to the increasing of land
encroachment, leads to the flood problem in the coastal communities.

•

There is not any management on the support of the draining of ships’ oil at the port.

•

The wastewater treatment must be publicized because it is difficult to enforce the law;
indeed, an understanding of the regulation management should be created, particularly,
by the local administrative organization.

8) Phuket province
•

There is sediment arose from the opening of soil surface and it flows into the sea.

•

The problem of wastewater from communities and tourism development area is found.

•

The law is unable to enforce due to the politics and influential people.

•

The problem of fishing boats management is found that the fishermen registered their
boats in a certain type of fishing but they fish in another type of the license.

•

The law enforcement in each country is different.

•

The number of mangrove forest is decreasing due to the over utilization such as
government office and land encroachment.

•

There is an increasing of small-crabs catch especially blue swimming crab (Poo Ma) for
the crabmeat.

•

The integration by the government sector completely fails which needs to be solved in
the management system.

•

There is a change in nature as the current is changed after the Tsunami.

•

In some areas, it was found that the fish catch are bad smell and cannot be eaten such as
in the port area.

9) Phangnga province
•

There is an increasing of the tourism development.

•

Fishing in national park areas is found.

•

There is an initiative of providing information and news to the residents’ sector.

•

The coastal area management is need.

•

Garbage problem is increasing.

•

There is a conflict on the area between the large fishery and the small fishery.

10) Krabi province
•

There is a proposal on conducting of a provincial coastal development plan.

•

The tourism development may cause an effect to the ecosystem such as in Phi Phi
Islands.

•

During the period of “Bay Closing season”, the fishermen lack of alternative careers.

•

Small aquatic animal catch is increasing.
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•

The price of aquatic animal is declined.

•

The problem of the decreasing number of blue swimming crab (Poo Ma) resulted from
the high demand of crabmeat, so, the small crabs are caught without reproducing and
nowadays, there is still no resolution for this problem. In case of the illegal feeding crabs
that have eggs outside its shells, the solution is to establish the Blue swimming crab (Poo
Ma) Bank Project”.

11) Trang province
•

The growing of tourism causes the garbage’s problem.

•

There is a coastal erosion problem.

•

Due to a declining in fishery resources and changes, nowadays, the fishermen tend to
change their career of fishing to farming and tourism business.

•

The problem of coral bleaching is found.

•

There is an increasing of small aquatic-animals catch.

•

The management of garbage on the islands is ineffective.

•

The problem of wastewater is found.

•

The soil-sediment flows into the sea and are cover on the seagrass beds.

•

The increasing number of Dugong’s death makes the local have a co-regulation in
specifying appropriate fishing tools.

12) Satun province
•

Due to a large number of fishing boats crossing borders, a co-discussion between
countries should be operated.

•

There are many bi-nationality registered boats which are supported by Malaysian
capitalists.

•

It is found that Thai small fishing boats often have a problem of intruding into Malaysian
territorial because in the past Thai people usually traveled between the two countries.

•

Satun Fishery Association has set a regulation on friendly fishery to the environment.

•

According to Fishery Law, there is a prohibition to fish in 3,000 meters zone but the local
want to decrease the prohibited zone to be 2,000 meters.

•

Bottom gill net cause damages to sea floor which are still lack of baseline studies on the
seafloor community.

•

A management plan should be made at a community, sub-district, district and village
levels, especially, on the islands where there are many villagers live in.

•

Due to a lack of control for the growing of tourism in Li Pae Island, it causes effects to
natural resources and environment.

•

The increasing of small-aquatic animals catch is resulted from the demand of the animal
feed’s manufacturers and anchovy industries.

•

The management of garbage disposal in islands and coastal is ineffective.

•

There is a lack of control for the application of the Law and the enforcement.
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•

Although the artificial corals facilitate the fishermen for effortless catch and safe time,
the resources are increasingly damaged by them as well.

•

During the closing season of tourism, the local private sectors still run their business in
the islands such as in Li Pae Island.
In summary, the 6 provinces meeting reveal the courses of the degradation of natural
habitat and deterioration of sea water quality and the decrease of marine resources are
caused by;
4. The overexploitation of natural resources, especially marine resources, leads to
the questions that what is the cause of the declining of resources such as smallaquatic animal catch, the use of inappropriate tools and the examples of the tools.
5. The problem of degeneration of the mangrove’s ecosystem, sea grass and coral
reefs.
6. Issues on pollution from land and shipping, farming, harbors, sailing channel,
sediments, wastewater from communities, and etc.
Mr. Sakanan Plathong furthers his presentation that the output from the 6 provinces
meeting are presented to the representative from the central Government agencies,
Andaman provinces, local NGOs at the Pukhet Royal City on March 15, 2011. The
meeting end up with many suggestions and issues from Transboundary Diagnostic
Analysis, which are;

18. The Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation should be added as
one of the institutes that are responsible for environmental and marine concerns among
the countries in Bay of Bengal in part of Thailand. This is because the main marine
resources such as coral reef and seagrass beds exist in the area under the responsibility of
the National Park Department.
19. According to the root of problem of the natural resources degradation, a poor fishermen
village was mentioned as one of the cause of problems. The meeting viewed that it was
impossible because the root of the problem should be on the wealth, demanding, and
insufficiency. For example: although the small-scale fishermen can catch fish in a few
kilograms, it is enough for their livelihood while the large-scale fishermen have to
increasingly catch fish in order to have money for hiring and the family’s expenses.
20. In relation to marine pollution problem issues, organizing related to tourism activities and
marine aquatic food processing should be added as causes of the marine pollution
problems.
21. According to the transboundary diagnostic analysis in Thailand, the problems should be
analyzed and ranked for their significances and urgency.
22. Thailand and this region still lack of knowledge about the sea bed ecosystem at a deep
sea level up to hundreds feet. For example: sponge ground and a pinnacle area which are
fishing grounds of large trawling and has been heavily utilized. Therefore, it is possible
that the marine ecosystem in this area may be in a serious degeneration which needs to be
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studied on its present conditions in all aspects, in order to apply the obtained knowledge
for further management.
23. The problem of political influences, and immoral, dishonest and corrupted politicians,
has the root of problem from people. This is because the people like to elect the
politicians who are the same as them without proper decision. Therefore, the change
should be started from the people by raising their awareness and having proper voting.
24. The determination on the procedure for local community development in Thailand is only
managed by the group of people at administrative level, thus, villagers or people in
communities rarely take part in this decision making. Another main issue is the valuing
on the ecosystem which is found that the environment and resources are valued at very
low level.
25. In case of the arrest of fishing boats at the border areas between countries, there should
be an agreement on a clear criterion for the arrest, including the concern on two-nations
ships. Accordingly, it is suggested that the BOBLME project should take part in
cooperating with the agreement between the countries.
26. Regarding the issue on conflicts between communities and national parks, although some
areas might have been utilized by villagers before the announcement of establishing a
national park, however, when it becomes a national park, the management should rely on
a conservation dimension along with the utilization. Thus, in the future there should be
the creating of a proper regulation for sustainably utilization of natural resources.
27. The revision of rules for fishery utilization should be revised in a certain area by holding
to a principle of the permission according to season, period of fishing, types of tools to
catch aquatic animals, and kinds of permitted aquatic animals for catching.
28. Local agencies at sub-district, provincial, and group of provinces levels want to make a
coastal resources management plan for their own areas which is already under a budget
allotment. However, they still lack of organizations or agencies which are specialized in
natural resources management to collaborate in this task.
29. Nowadays, the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources is conducting on a working
plan for the coastal resource management by the associated network of coastal and
marine resource management in 23 provinces. This is to perform work in three levels:
province, group of provinces, and national levels.
30. The announcement of protected area may increase conflicts between villagers and
government officers. Thus, the effective resources management should allow the
resource’s users to be the owner of the resources because if they feel that they are coowners, they would have more involvement in the conservation. In addition, there should
be a support law for the communities in order to keep benefits of their resources in their
own areas.
31. The knowledge and the awareness on the benefits of resources conservation should be
informed to villagers, concretely, as well as, it is a breeding ground and nursery area of
the aquatic animals for the fishermen. Subsequently, the villagers would be more
understandable and cooperate for the conservation because they are directly obtained the
benefits.
32. The marine coastal ecosystem conservation should be started from the upper water shade
areas because it will continually impact to the end of the river, that is, the coastal
ecosystem.
33. With respect to the BOBLME project, it was suggested that there should be a pilot
project in the concerned area to concretely see how it works. The meeting has proposed
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the area of Tha-Jeen canal in Phuket province where there are still a lot of garbage in the
canal due to the community along this canal bank still lack of a good awareness for the
garbage management and often throw the garbage into the canal. For example: there
might be an initiated project by using EM Ball and the campaign for not throwing
garbage in to the canal, in order to restore the water quality in Tha-Jeen canal. In
addition, the Marine Department is willing for cooperation and continually conducts the
projects in this area.
34. The BOBLME project would be a great opportunity for creating networks in order to
exchange and learn the ways to manage the ecosystem between nations in the Bay of
Bengal such as the ecosystem management of the seagrass beds and coral reef in
Thailand.

Summary
Participants have no objection with the result of the Tranboundary Diagnostic Analysis
for the BOBLME program. The TDA studies have strengthen their current perception on the
Andaman Sea issues, which are the over- exploitation, degradation of natural habitat and the
pollution. In the future, the effect from climate change will be stronger. The information from
the 6 provinces is very informative and provides new information for the government agencies,
especially the transboundary issues in Satun and Ranong Provinces. It should be translated to the
activities. The program should be implemented urgently. According the issues, each department
representative has some recommendations which are;

Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation
Dr. Songtham Suksawang: The Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant
Conservations have approved the management plan of the Andaman Sea Nature Reserves which
are covering the 17 Marine National Parks and 1 non-hunting area in the Andaman Sea. The
target of this plan is to establish the management system for the Andaman Sea Protected Areas
network and will nominated the area to the World Heritage Committee. The objective of this
management plan is not only managing the area inside the protected areas, it will also encourage
the management of the buffer zone around the national park boundaries. In addition, the
community based management will be strengthened to the communities within the boundaries of
the national parks. The Protected Area Committee (PAC) will be set up for each of the marine
national parks and non-hunting area. Currently, the Department has many program with IUCN,
WWF and UNDP for the capacity building to the staffs of the marine national park.
The BOBLME can provide support for the management of coastal communities such as
awareness program, coastal zone management preparation and education program to local
communities and schools.
Mr. Suwan Pitaksintorn provided information that the Department of National Park will
have a special program for the management of Tarutao National Park, Satun province. The new
management recommendation is welcome to the program. Tarutao marine national park is
located near the Sarai island which is the priority site for the Department of Fisheries for the
management of coastal resources under the BOBLME program. Local residents are fishing very
close to the national park and during some season they fish within the national park.
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Much more research should be carried out to evaluate the current status of coral reef and
other marine resources in the areas. The current uses and threats should be evaluated. The
monitoring program should involve local operators or residents to be part of monitoring
program. There is a need to establish database of marine resources in the Andaman Sea.
Other comments:
The past and present uses of local fishing communities and the sea gypsies in the
Andaman sea should be gather as well as the traditional knowledge of the sea such as drug from
the sea, climate characteristics and natural warning indicators to the disaster. The Urak Lawoi
sea gypsies in the southern Andaman Sea is an interesting group.

Department of Marine and Coastal Resources
Dr. Pinsak Suraswadee: The Department of Marine and Coastal Resources has 3 leading
centers in the Andaman Coast which are the Phuket Marine Biological Center (Marine, Coastal
Resources and Mangrove Research and Development Institute which aims at basic research and
monitoring of marine and coastal resources as well as seawater quality in the Andaman Sea. In
addition, there are two Marine and Coastal Resources Conservation centers in Phuket and Trang
provinces. The Conservation centers in Phuket and Trang have primary mandates on the
management of marine and coastal resources especially the promotion of community based
management of the coastal community. Some issues have been implemented such as awareness
program, promotion of community based management and the artificial reef.
In addition, there is not a clear jurisdiction between government agencies that look after
the coastal and marine resources. There are many authorities but lack of well coordination.
Thailand should have a national marine policy and special agencies to look after national marine
interest.
The future need is the education program such as the preparation of coastal zone
management for government officers and local Administrative Organization. In addition, the
sedimentation prevention from the island and mitigation to coral reef should be strengthened
since the coral reef degradation are caused by sedimentation, climate change and pollution.

Department of Fisheries
On August 9, 2011, at the Department of Fisheries, Ms. Paulai Nootmorn had organized a
meeting among DOF staffs for the preparation of the management plan. Mr. Sakanan Plathong
was invited to present the result of the TDA program to the staffs of the Department.
Ms. Paulai Nootmorn concerned about the marine national park conflict with the coastal
fishing communities. The current laws of the national park act do not allowed fishing in the
national park boundaries. The nomination of the World Heritage Areas may increase more
conflict with the local fisheries.
Mr. Tanoo Nabnian (local NGO in Phuket) provides information that, in general, the
local NGOs and local communities in the coastal area of the Andaman Sea have agreed with the
nomination of the Andaman Sea Nature Reserves to the World Heritage committee. During the
management plan preparation, the researchers have many meetings with local communities.
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They believe that the agreement and the recommendation that has been emphasized in the
management plan will be implemented. The World Heritage brand will help preserving the
natural resources since it will encourage the government agencies to pay more attention to the
conservation of the Andaman Sea. In addition, there are going to be may development project on
the Andaman Sea Coast.
Mr. Sakanan Plathong adds more information on the nomination of the Andaman Sea
Nature Reserves that the current management plan and zoning was established a mechanism to
solve the community conflict. It was mentioned in the management plan that the local fisheries
can be allowed if the fishing is not illegal to the Fisheries Act. Therefore it will strengthen the
prevention of illegal fisheries in the national park boundaries. In addition, the Pakbara, Satun
province is the target area for the deep sea port development project. These activities will be the
new threat to the coastal area of Satun province.
Mr. Petch Manoprawit has agree to the strengthen of the management network of the
Andaman Sea Nature Reserves. It can be a demonstration site for other countries in the regions
for the management of marine protected area network. He proposed to submit a proposal to the
BOBLME program.
Other suggestion from participants
• Artificial reef program should be evaluated
• Sarai islands can be an implementation site for BOBLME project
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Meeting schedule
Transboundary Diagnostic analysis: TDA
Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project: BOBLME

Tuesday March 15th, 2011 from 8:30 a.m. - 16:00 p.m.
at Bon - Maiton Hall, Royal Phuket City Hotel
……………………………………………………………………
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Registration

9:00 – 10:00 a.m

Introduce the rationale of Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem project
by Dr. Rudolf Hermes Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem project

10:00 – 10:20 a.m.

Coffee break

10:20 – 11:00 a.m

Situation issues of marine ecological in the Andaman sea
by Mr. Sakanan Plathong Prince of Songkla University

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Gathering additional issues and opinions from the participants
by Mr. Sakanan Plathong Prince of Songkla University

12:30 – 13:30 p.m.

Lunch break

13:30 – 16:00 p.m.

Brainstorming suggestions for preparation of the strategic plan
and project implementation.
by Mr. Sasin Chalermlarp Seub Nakhasathien Foundation
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Minutes
Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis: Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project

Tuesday March 15th, 2011 from 8:30 a.m. - 16.00 p.m.
At Bon-Maiton Hall, Royal Phuket City Hotel

•

Dr. Rudolf Herms from BOBLME Project
Dr. Rudolf presented the background of Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem project.

•

Mr. Suwan Pitaksintorn, National Park Office

Mr.Suwan referred to the documents from Draft BOBLME Transboundary diagnostic analysis –
Volume 2 page 35, according to Table 3.4: Responsible Units for Marine and environment among the
countries in Bay of Bengal, in part of Thailand. For this, he suggested that the Department of National
Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation should be added to the lists because most of major marine
resources such as coral reefs and large seagrass beds, are all under the responsibility of the Department of
National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation.
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan described that most of marine natural resources areas of Andaman sea are under the
responsibility of the Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation. Therefore, he agreed
that this department should be added to the lists in Table 3.4, and allows the department to seriously
participate in this project.
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The issues on marine ecosystem’s situations in Andaman coastal areas
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan presented the background of the implementing of the BOBLME project in Thailand
and roughly introduced the project at the beginning such as, the objectives, further steps after
implementing the TDA: BOBLME project, the situations of coastal and marine environment, the mutual
problem issues among the regional countries and the roots of problems which classified into three issues:
overexploitation of the potential of natural production, the degradation of marine ecosystem and
pollution. Besides, there are some opinions and issues discussed in the meeting by the representatives
from the six provinces along Andaman coastal areas. The issues are presented as follows:
13) Ranong province
•

Cross border fishery issue should be negotiated at a government level.

•

Fishing with floating basket in national park areas often causes troubles to national parks.

•

The fishermen use seines which are smaller than the standard, so, there should be an emphasizing
on the measurement to strictly control the seines’ producing factory.

•

The officers are unable to constantly investigate, and unable to cover all the areas of inspection.

•

Mud crabs population (Poo Dam) is decreasing due to the use of fishing tools to catch too small
aquatic animals by the fishermen.

•

The Knowledge Management (KM) should be managed by the locals, and allow them to collect
the information to the government.

•

The organizing of training should be seriously operated together with the agencies who actually
work in the area.

•

The problem of disappearance of catchment areas due to the increasing of land encroachment,
leads to the flood problem.

•

There is no any management on the support of the draining of ships’ oil at the port.

•

The wastewater treatment must be publicized because it is difficult to enforce the law; indeed, an
understanding of the regulation management should be created, particularly, by the local
organization.

14) Phuket province
•

There is sediment arose from the opening of soil surface and it flows into the sea.

•

The problem of wastewater from communities and tourists’ camps is found..

•

The law is unable to enforce due to the politics and influential people.

•

The problem of fishing boats management is found that the fishermen registered their boats in a
certain type of fishing but they fish in another type of the license.

•

The law enforcement in each country is different.

•

The number of mangrove forest is decreasing due to the over utilization such as government
business and land encroachment.

•

There is an increasing of small-crabs catch especially genus Portunus (Poo Ma) for the crabmeat.

•

The integration by the government sector completely fails which needs to be solved in the
management system.
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•

There is a change in nature as the stream is changed after the Tsunami.

•

In some areas, it was found that the fish catch are bad smell and cannot be eaten such as in the
port area.

15) Phangnga province
•

There is an increasing of the tourism development.

•

Fishing in national park areas is found.

•

There is an initiative of providing information and news to the residents’ sector.

•

The area management is found.

•

Garbage problem is increasing.

•

There is a conflict on the area between the large fishery and the small fishery.

16) Krabi province
•

There is a proposal on conducting of a provincial coastal development plan.

•

The tourism development may cause an effect to the ecosystem such as in Phi Phi Islands.

•

During the period of “Bay Close”, the fishermen lack of alternative careers.

•

Small aquatic animal catch is increasing.

•

The price of aquatic animal is declined.

•

The problem of the decreasing number of genus Portunus (Poo Ma) resulted from the high
demand of crabmeat, so, the small crabs are caught without reproducing and nowadays, there is
still no resolution for this problem. In case of the illegal feeding crabs that have eggs outside its
shells, the solution is to establish the “Genus Portunus (Poo Ma) Bank Project”.

17) Trang province
•

The growing of tourism causes the garbage’s problem.

•

There is a coastal erosion problem.

•

Due to a declining in fishery resources and changes, nowadays, the fishermen tend to change their
career of fishing to farming and tourism business.

•

The problem of coral bleaching is found.

•

There is an increasing of small aquatic-animals catch.

•

The management of garbage on the islands is ineffective.

•

The problem of wastewater is found.

•

The soil-sediment flows into the sea and piled on the seagrass beds.

•

The increasing number of Dugong’s death makes the local have a co-regulation in specifying
appropriate fishing tools.

18) Satun province
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•

Due to a large number of fishing boats crossing borders, so, a co-discussion between countries
should be operated.

•

There are many bi-nationality registered boats which supported by Malaysian capitalists.

•

It is found that Thai small fishing boats often have a problem of intruding into Malaysian
territorial because in the past Thai people usually traveled between the two countries.

•

Satun Fishery Association has set a regulation on friendly fishery to the environment.

•

According to Fishery Law, there is a prohibition to fish in 3,000 meters zone but the local want to
decrease the prohibited zone to be 2,000 meters.

•

Bottom gill net cause damages to sea ground.

•

A management plan should be made at a community, sub-district, district and village levels,
especially, on the islands where there are many villagers live in.

•

Due to a lack of control for the growing of tourism in Li Pae Island, it causes effects to natural
resources and environment.

•

The increasing of small-aquatic animals catch is resulted from the demand of the animal feed’s
manufacturers and anchovy industries.

•

The management of garbage disposal in islands and coastal is ineffective.

•

There is a lack of control for the application of the Law and the enforcement.

•

Although the artificial corals facilitate the fishermen for effortless catch and safe time, the
resources are increasingly damaged by them as well.

•

During the closing season of tourism, the local private sectors still run their business in the
islands such as in Li Pae Island.

Discussion and conceptual review
1) National marine coastal resources’ problem and the transboundary problem
•

The overexploitation of natural resources, especially marine resources, leads to the questions that
what is the cause of the declining of resources such as small-aquatic animal catch, the use of
inappropriate tools and the examples of the tools.

•

The problem of degeneration of the mangrove’s ecosystem, sea grass and coral reefs.

•

Issues on pollution from land and shipping, farming, harbors, sailing channel, sediments,
wastewater from communities, and etc,.

2) The management dimension: existing tools and the present application, whether they are
sufficient or not? These issues concern;
•

Marine and coastal resources conservation

•

The nomination of Andaman Sea Conservative Area to be registered as one of the World
Heritages

•

The fishery utilization and traveling by sea

•

Problems of transboundary fishery

•

The management on a provincial coastal development plan
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Opinions from the meeting
•

Mr. Phuripat Theerakulpisut, Marine Harbor Office Region 5, Phuket Branch

Mr. Phuripat mentioned on the driving forces that cause an impact on BOBLME project under the
topic of social and economic force. He suggested that the political issue should be added to the topic
which will be called as a political, social, and economic force.
Due to the conducting of BOBLME project in this time, Mr. Phuripat added that the pilot project
in the actual area should be concretely conducted in order to bring about an obvious association in
conservation such as Tha-jean canal in Phuket where there is a large number of garbage in the canal
because the communities surrounding in canal bank lack of consciousness about the garbage management
and still throw the garbage into the canal. However, the initial project was done by using EM Ball to
restore the water quality in Tha-jean canal.
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan inquired about the information on the garbage management whether there are any
government sectors who are responsible for the managing of garbage.
• Mr. Phuripat Theerakulpisut ,

Marine Harbor Office Region 5, Phuket Branch

Mr. Phuripat referred to the organizing of a pilot project. He suggested Mr. Sakanan to be the
project initiator with a continual co-support by Marine Harbor Office in order to create the awareness for
the residents living along Tha-jean canal.
•

Dr. Pitiwong Tantichodok, The Institute of Science, Walailak University

Question: Is there any ranking of the level of important of the root of analyzed problems and the
problems are ranked in their urgency or not?
Dr. Pitiwong stated that nowadays the carrying on the marine resources management still lacks of
the integration and cooperation between government sectors and the government, and the government and
private sectors, as well as, the integration between linked areas such as the sea in Phan-nga bay zone
which has a linked ecosystem to the sea area of the other zones.
Therefore, Dr. Pitiwong suggested that the raising of awareness on the importance of marine
resources and environment conservation should be emphasized to communities and youths by providing
the communication education and supporting on the public awareness.
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan referred to the issue on ranking of the importance of the problems. He mentioned
that after summarizing the problems issues from the meeting, he will rank for the significance of
problems and their urgency because some information obtained from the meeting’s suggestion will
inform whether which issues are in urgent and which activities should be conducted as a pilot project.
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•

Mr. Somsak Soonthornnawaphat, IUCN

Mr. Somsak explained that the solution to the natural resources and environmental problems in
different aspects need to be relied on the integrated working among other agencies in the country which
starts from a policy level to an awareness raising program at a local level.
Mr. Somsak wondered that, according to the lists of participants in the meeting of opinions from
each province, there was no representative from conservative groups by people (NGO) who may have a
very interesting opinions and useful information for the project.
However, Mr. Somsak agreed upon the impact of the coastal development which causes a
deterioration of coastal ecosystem. Beside the deteriorated ecosystem, the ecosystem of water source is
also deteriorated and continually affects to the coastal ecosystem as well, particularly the agricultural
activities which have a huge effect on this.
• Mr. Ukkrit Satapoomin, Marine and Coastal Resources Research and Development
Institute
Mr. Ukkrit pointed out the ambiguous issue according to the additional document in the meeting,
page 8, explaining about the root of problems that the marine resource is the main food source for the
coastal communities, especially poor communities. Such unclear point may lead to the understanding that
those poor communities are the problems causing the deterioration to the ecosystem.
Accordingly, Mr. Ukkrit clarified that generally the coastal ecosystem condition can be obviously
seen in a deteriorated state. However, in Thailand and this region, there is a lack of information of the
ecosystem of the sea beds in the deep water level that up to hundreds meter feet such as a sponge ground
and pinnacle areas which are main fishing source for big trawling boats that seem to utilize this resources
very much. Thus, it is possible to summarize that these marine ecosystem are already in a serious
deteriorated condition which are need to be studied for their present condition in all aspects in order to
apply the obtained knowledge for the further process.
•

Mr. Sutha Prathip Na Thalang,

Chalong Bay Coastal Community Network

Mr. Sutha explained about the ineffectiveness of law enforcement by the government sector. One
major factor causing this problem resulted from the political power or political influence, especially in
Phuket where there is a request on the environmental impact’s report (EIA). Howevr, it is unable to apply
and enforce. For example, the important area of mangrove and wetlands in Mai Kao beach have still been
invaded and developed more construction.
Moreover, Mr. Sutha noticed that the beach where the sea turtles laying eggs often have the
wetlands or beach forest and swamp at the back of the beach line such as in Mai Kao beach which
nowadays these areas are destroyed. Besides, Mr. Sutha offered the issue on the study of mole crab in Mai
Kao beach in Phuket which would be an interesting indicator for the environmental quality.
•

Mr. Suwan Pitaksintorn, National Park Office

Mr. Suwan supported on Mr.Ukkrit’s opinions about the explanation in the additional document
in the meeting, page 8, that the poor people are not the root of the resource’s problem. However, the
major problem concern wealth and insufficiency. He exemplified the case of Libong island where the
fishing village can catch 10 - 20 kg of fish in a day and it is enough for making a living. In contrary,
another fishing community often feels that they have insufficient income even though they already
possess otter trawls, seines and pick-up truck but they still need more money and fishing resources in
order to comfortably support their families and to hire their employees. Therefore, it is obviously seen
that the fishermen who lead their life in a traditional way would not have a problem, however, in the
future they may have more demand such as wanting to own a resort’s business or to possess own cars.
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Furthermore, Mr. Suwan clarified for the case of the close of diving sites in national parks that it
was a missing communication. It was a misunderstanding that all national parks will be closed. In facts,
only some diving spots in the areas that are affected by a serious coral bleaching incident are closed. If
such prohibited areas still open for normal tourism, there would be no tourists because there are not much
corals to see.
Finally, Mr. Suwan mentioned on the problem of immoral, dishonest and corrupted politicians
which has the root of problem from people who chose these politicians. That is to say, the voters would
select politicians who are same as them without a well decision. Therefore, the change should be started
from the people first by raising an awareness and proper popularity.
•

Dr. Cherdchinda Chotiyaputta, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

Dr. Cherdchinda stated that the root of natural resource problem in overall image derived from
the increasing number of population which leads to the competition in resource use and the conflicts in
resource utilization.
In addition, Dr. Cherdchinda mentioned about a big problem of Marine Debris which now is
raised as a national problem by the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources. The department
realizes for the importance of managing the problem very much. Therefore, there are an increasing of
research and process of raising awareness. For example: there is a collecting of garbage in the sea in order
to search for their sources and composition, together with a cooperation with an international agency for
the gathering of information in order to publicize and urge the people to realize how much Marine Debris
exists and how they originate. Dr. Cherdchinda also suggested that the local administration organizations
would play a major role in initially conducting the garbage management and creating more awareness.
However, in case of the study of data of Marine Debris sources in Bay of Bengal, it might be conducted
by searching information from the ships that investigate or fish in the deep sea.
Dr. Cherdchinda finally explained that the BOBLME project now might be in a part of analyzing
issues on resources. However, in the next step, it must go to a deep operation under the linked topics that
each country has already done.
•

Ms. Tipaporn Traithong, Phangnga, Coastal Fishery Development Research Center

Ms. Tipaporn agreed with the other participants’ opinions that the poor people are not
problematic for the resource’s management. In fact, they are easily to talk to and receive direct
information.
Ms. Tipaporn also suggested about providing education to the people, especially, the group of
youth. She suggested that the youths should be correctly educated on diving instruments’ instruction
because later on these youths will be able to train and raise good awareness to the other people as well.
•

Mr. Kwanchai Yoodee, Ranong Provincial Fishery Office

Mr. Kwanchai referred to the opinions and discussions from the meeting under the issues on the
operating concession in Myanmar. For this, he would like to adjust some information. He will send the
updated information afterwards.
Besides, Mr. Kwanchai also agreed with Mr. Phuripat and Dr. Pitiwong about the rank of
significance and urgency of the problems.
Mr. Kwanchai explained about some factors forcing the impact on the resources. For example:
the ecosystem was appraised with too low value; and the managing of developmental projects was
determined by a few of influential people without any involvement in decision making or informing the
communities and villagers who are directly affected. Accordingly, Mr. Kwanchai suggested that there
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should be a voting for a sample area in order to perform on the assessment of ecosystem’s value in
concrete way by cooperating with local administration organization as well.
•

Mr. Sompoch Nimsantijaroen, Independent Researcher

Mr. Sompoch described that the local or coastal fishermen who are in poor status, in fact, they are
in a few number. The average of income of most fishermen is far from the standard rate of a poor status
with only a few thousands baht. Besides, it is true that fishing for supporting life nowadays has shifted to
a small-scale commercial fishing.
With relation to this meeting, Mr. Sompoch proposed that there should be a process of specifying
regulation and deciding ways to solve the problems which are the important aims. In addition the works
from this meeting should be continually performed into a concrete performing.
•

Mr. Malay Todin, Pu Yu Tambon Administration Organization

Mr. Malay stated that the fishery problem in Pu Yu sub-district are including the increasing
number of fishing boats which in the past Pu Yu was a small-scale coastal fishery with 100-200 fishing
boats. However, recently, they are increasing to 300-400 boats. Moreover, there is an expanding of
fishing areas into the connection-area of Thailand-Malaysia. It happened that the fishermen who fished in
the connection-area were arrested and fined at almost 100,000 baht. Therefore, in each month, many
similar cases are under the reconcilement. As for Thai government sectors which has no integration
between related agencies, there is no host-agency for performing on reconcilement or negotiation. For
example: the province is not responsible for negotiation with Malaysia for the regulation on arresting
fishing boats between territorial water while the fishery unit is only responsible for inspecting the fishing
boats and the harbor unit is responsible only for illegal fishing, however, even the security department is
not concerned in this case.
Finally, Mr. Malay suggested that the marine resource conservation and utilization in Thailand
has an ambiguous and un-strict regulation. Therefore, if the artificial reef is placed in the sea, it would
become the source of small fish and big fish. However, if the light boats enter to this area in a few hours,
then, a large number of both small and big fish would be caught by these boats.
•

Dr. Juthamart Rattikarnsukha, Pollution Control Department

Dr. Juthamart referred to the additional document of the meeting, page 10, explaining on a marine
pollution problem. It should be added more for the causes of the problem such as pollution from tourism
activities and the operating of aquatic animal’s food processing.
In addition, Dr. Juthamart suggested more on the root of tourism problem that resulted from local
agencies who are responsible for taking care of their tourist attractions but they have not yet assessed on
the potential in supporting tourism activities and pollution. Therefore, this left a huge impact to the
communities more than they can manage by themselves. Besides, the area that has the management plan
often faces a problem of a lack of budget for managing such as the construction of wastewater treatment
system.
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Afternoon session
•

Mr. Sasin Chalermlarp, Seub Nakhasathien Foundation

Mr. Sasin summarized some additional issues from the meeting in morning session which include
the abundance and the importance of coastal forests and swamp; the linkage of the ecosystem from the
water source area down to the sea; the disappearance of the swamp and wetland which associated to a
drop level of underground water; too low of appraising and value of the ecosystem and resources: and the
marine pollutions which resulted from tourism and marine animal’s transmutation.
•

Mr. Suwan Pitaksintorn, National Park Office

Mr. Suwan explained that the previous aim of national park area was a conservative area for the
aquaculture but now it is viewed as being fishery sources with a need to utilize the resources in the area.
Therefore, it is necessary to define a clear utilization on each area whether they want to continually utilize
the area or preserve it. Although some areas might be previously utilized by the residents but when it is
established as one of national parks, there should be a preservative dimension which goes a long with the
utilization. In addition, Mr. Suwan suggested that in the future there should be a proper regulation which
will be able to sustainability utilize the resources. However, the present national park’s law has not still
allowed to utilize such areas.
Moreover, Mr. Suwan added that the ways of solving problems still lack of a proper management
and educating people. The real cause of problem, in fact, comes from a person. Either the poverty or the
political issues are all resulted from a wrong popularity of most people such as extravagantly consuming
food; a popular consumption on fish egg, crabs, and small marine animals. Besides, even though there are
a global warming campaign and a saving energy campaign, people still favor to wear suits in the air
condition room, which against the campaign.
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•

Ms. Praulai Nuchmorn, Department of Fisheries

Ms. Praulai raised the case of the National Park’s announcement of Phang-nga bay which has the
overlapped area with the community area where the local have been utilizing before. She suggested that
the best solution is to follow the method of community’s forest in order to let the fishermen have the right
to utilize and participate in the management of natural resources.
•

Mr. Suwan Pitaksintorn, National Park Office

Mr. Suwan explained that the problem of national park and community is under the national
policy which cannot be controlled – it depends on the superior’s determination. For example: Phangnga
bay National Park was seen as being an importance to the ecosystem but when it was announced, it was
found as being overlap with the original utilized area of the local and led to a huge problem later on .
Therefore, a present solution to the problem is to allow fishing under a proper regulation such as
exception for some fishery tools, and small-scale fishing boats or local fishing.
Furthermore, Mr. Suwan suggested that, in his opinion, the area should be still maintained as a
conservation area and also the National Park Laws should be adjusted. For example: a permission to
perform a fishery and utilize under a controllable regulation such as how many boats they can possess:
who has the right to fish: and which type of fish can be caught in a year and the maximum of the catch.
However, this intervention should be gradually performed. Although it seems hopeless to finish it in a
moment, the aim should be set first. Mr. Suwan believed that if it is gradually pushed forward, it will be
accomplished in the future.
•

Mr. Sutha Prathip Na Thalang, Chalong Bay Coastal Community Network

Mr. Sutha accepted that the National Park Laws contains of strict regulations but most of them
cannot be enforced. Although there is a declaration of the Law, there are still some people who against
the law toward performing a wrong practice, and it may become a norm for other people to continually
against the law. For example: a permission for small-scale fishery to fish in the national park area would
be an opportunity for a large-scale fishery claims to do so. Besides, the announcement of conservation
area of Koh Ra Koh Phra Thong became an issue of a conflict between concerned agencies on whether
who is going to be responsible for this area.
In addition, Mr. Sutha suggested the effective resources management process which should allow
the resource users feel as they are its owner, in order to clearly perform a conservative and rehabilitative
measure. For example: in the case of 4 villages in Trang province, the resource management by the
government sector made the resource users felt that it was not their own resource. With the feeling of not
being their own resource, these people tried to extremely exploid benefits from it. Moreover, the
involvement in the conservation was also unable to perform due to the lack of power or law to support
and restrain the destroying of resources by outsiders, such as the case of the alien employees came to
catch marine animal i.e., Ghost crabs and Juvenile blue crabs, and they also scrabbled the coral.
•

Mr. Wittaya Havanont, Ranong Coastal Fisheries Development Center

Mr. Wittaya exemplified the case of Ranong province that there was an outsider’s capitalist hired
the alien employees for collecting white shells (Venus clam), caused the decreasing in the resource
population and insufficient resource left for the local who perform shell collecting as well. In this case,
Mr. Wittaya suggested that there should be a controlling of resources in particular area as giving a
specific right for the local first.
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•

Mr. Thanet Mannoy, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources Conservation

Mr. Thanet raised the issue on the conflict between the national park and communities, which is a
problem that tends to gradually become a serious one. Therefore, he proposed to have the adjustment on
the regulations of the utilization in each area by holding on the principle of fishery season, period of
catching, types of fishery tools, and kinds of aquatic animal that allow to catch.
•

Mr. Somsak Soonthornnawaphat, IUCN

Mr. Somsak informed that according to a parallel stage of the meeting on the marine and coastal
resource management reformation, there was a consultation on policies in some acts which should be
revoked and remove marine national parks to be under the responsibility of the Department of Marine
and Coastal Resources.
Mr. Somsak also mentioned for the possibility of the management at a project level. First, a comanagement is extremely agreed because nowadays the Andaman area already has the organization who
conducts various projects there. Accordingly, to initiate the operation, it was suggested that the
assessment on resource status should be done first, especially, in the areas with remarkable resources such
as Ranong’s shells, sea cicadas, Dugongs, sea turtles and corals. After finishing the assessment, another
point is to have a co-operation between the government sectors and other organizations which the
government sectors directly play a major role in operating. Meanwhile, other conservative groups should
be involved in the resource conservation, too. Thus, in the future, it might be possible to link these
organizations by using the conservation network (NGO) as a medium.
•

Mr. Sompoch Nimsantijaroen, Independent Researcher

Mr. Sompoch gave an example of Ranong province where it is announced as a national park and
the national park area covers along the province coastal line. With reference to the local opinions towards
the national park’s announcement, it was found that the local thought that the area to make a living is
decreased while the forest area and marine life are reserved.
According to Mr. Sompoch’s experiences in investigating in CHARM’s project and Tsunami’s
Rehabilitation Project at Laem Son National Park, he found that most areas where the fishermen largely
utilized are in the national park. Then, it was interesting to note that how villagers utilize the area and
they still maintained the abundance of their resources. However, the present discussion with the villagers
reveals that the marine resources are decreased and may end in the coming future. Therefore, the local
would like to take part in the conservation activities such as the determination of closing bay season in
fish spawning period, the establishing of crab’s bank, the conducting on the campaign of no consumption
and no purchasing for small aquatic animals and marine animal products (small crabs and crabmeat).
•

Mr. Wittaya Havanont, Ranong Coastal Fisheries Development Center

Mr. Wittaya added that in the area of Ranong province, there are some seasons that a large
number of jellyfish are increasing along the coast. Therefore, the villagers will bring the jellyfish for food
processing. Accordingly, there is a wastewater releasing from the jellyfish’s process into the rivers, and
results in the death of raising mussel.
•

Mr. Petch Manopawit, University of Victoria

Mr. Petch suggested that the BOBLME project would be a good beginning point to connect
between the resource utilization and marine conservative area because in Thailand there is no realization
on the beneficial dimension according to the announcement of marine conservation. In case of terrestrial
conservation areas, there is a clear indication of its aim as to conserve wildlife diversity, water source’s
area and water resources. Meanwhile, in the case of marine area, if there is a public relation on the
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research information to the local and they are acknowledged for the benefits on raising aquatic animals,
the local may understand and go along because the one who directly gain the profits is the fishermen.
In addition, Mr. Petch explained that nowadays the marine protected areas are classified into two
parts. First, the national park area needs to be improved for its regulation and management format to
conform with the real condition whether to strictly manage under the law or to apply the co-management
method. The second part is the conservation area outside the national park which there should be an
establishment of the conservative area by the community and is supported by the law. Therefore, the
community is willing to involve in the activities because the benefits from the establishing of
conservation area will directly go to the community. However, in this process, it is necessary to have an
integrated work and knowledge from other research institutes as well.
Besides, Mr. Petch mentioned about the complexity of the organization which causes troubles for
the resources management. He suggested that there should be an assessment on lessons and study on the
management format from other countries as a model. For example: in Philippines, there is a giving of
opportunity for the community to involve in the management with the “No Take Zone Area”
announcement. Later on, other communities became to be interest in proposing the announcement of No
Take Zone area which is under the responsibility of the communities themselves. In a few years, there is
an increasing of hundreds of No Take Zone areas and nowadays Philippines has such areas for almost
thousands places all over the country.
•

Dr. Pitiwong Tantichodok, Walailak University

Dr. Pitiwong described that the BOBLME project aims to preserve a large ecosystem and has the
management which should be based on Ecosystem Base Management in 10 procedures. One of the
important processes is to raise the awareness in overall image. Another missing issue is a transboundary
pollution.
• Mr. Somnuk Boonyai, Marine and Coastal Resources Conservation Center No. 5 (Phuket)
Mr. Somnuk suggested that in these days there should be an awareness raising program for both
adults and youths by starting from the adult groups as they are a good model for the youths. However,
Mr. Somnuk also worried that the only awareness training among the youths may not be enough for
taking care of the natural resources at present.
Besides, Mr. Somnuk added that there should be a well control and a fine pollution management
system before releasing to the sea, particularly the measure on wastewater and garbage management from
their sources.
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan asked the participants the question of which agency has a main responsibility in
managing garbage and waste water.
Most of the participants agreed that Tambon Administrative Organization will be a main agency
in taking care of this matter.
•

Dr. Juthamas Rattikarnsukha, Pollution Control Department

Dr. Juthamas clarified that due to the land base and marine base pollution, the Pollution Control
Department is only responsible for investigating and following up the releasing of pollution to the
environment, and supporting the academic information.
•

Mr. Suwan Pitaksintorn, National Park Office

Mr. Suwan proposed that the management on garbage should be performed by all agencies as
each agency will manage in their own area.
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•

Ms. Thipaporn Traithong, Phangnga Coastal Fisheries Development Center

Ms. Thipaporn illustrated the case of Sarasin Bridge where there was a number of garbage stuck
to the fish cages and the fishery officers scooped them out every day for almost a week. Later on, Tambon
Administrative Organization informed that there was too much of the garbage from scooping.
•
�

Ms. Sirima Preeyavongsakul, Phangnga Provincial Office
Ms. Sirima raised the issues on the over exploitation of resource, the small aquatic animal catch

and the ignoring of the value of resources. She agreed that these are significant issues that many
organizations have tried to solve them but they are still unable to reach to the fishermen group. The
important strategies include the raising of awareness, publicity, monitoring and the enforcement.
Ms. Sirima also mentioned that the operating on conservation and natural resources management
have to rely on the involvement from various sectors such as the government sector, Local Administrative
Organization, NGOs and people’s network.
In addition to the operating on conservation and natural resource management in Andaman
coastal area, Ms. Sirima suggested that there should be a making of plan for the marine coastal resource
management at different levels such as a group of provinces level, a provincial level, or local level in
order to effectively carry on the conservation and natural resource management. For this, some local
sectors already have the mission and a budget for preparing the plan. However, they lack specialized
organizations and units such as the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources and NGOs, to be the
main host in pushing such management plan into the real practice.
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan referred to the case of Ms. Sirima’s concern on the project that the BOBLME
project would be able to cooperate with other related agencies and scholars to work together by integrated
knowledge in order to create the coastal resources management plan and the projects’ activities can also
bring a co- learning process among countries in this region.
•

Mr. Thanet Munnoy, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

Mr. Thanet informed that nowadays the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources has made a
management plan for the coastal resources management by the associate networking in Marine and
Coastal Resources Management of 23 provinces, in order to perform working at 3 levels: provincial,
group of provinces and national levels.
•
�

Mr. Wutthichai Wangkhahart, Andaman Sea Fisheries Development and Research Center
Mr. Wutthichai explained that the Department of Fisheries already has a management plan for the

fishery resource management. Therefore, it would be better if the plan is really applied in the national
fishery resource management. As the Phang-nga Provincial Office proposed to support budgets for this, it
is a good starting point for a discussion on ways to push forward the working plan.
•
�

Mr. Kwanchai Yoodee, Ranong Provincial Fisheries Office
Mr. Kwanchai discussed about a process for co-managing between borders that the defining of

law should be under the same standard. For example: when Thai ships trespassed to fish in the connecting
area of the neighbor countries and they would be arrested. However, neighbors’ ships can enter to fish in
the connecting area in Thailand zone without being arrested. Thus, there should be the management plan
or ways for co-managing at the borderland which connect to other countries.
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•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan explained that the transboundary fishery issues include the area of Ranong province
and Myanmar, and the area of Satun province and Malaysia. For example: in case of Satun province,
Satun Provincial Fishery used to propose the Satun Association and Perlis State to discuss on the ways to
manage the fishery at a connecting area between the countries and the concern on two-national registered
ships. Accordingly, Mr. Sakanan thought that the BOBLME Project would be able to move on or
cooperate for this task.
•
�

Ms. Praulai Nootmorn, Department of Fisheries
Ms. Praulai suggested for the agreement on the resource management at a connecting area

between countries that there should be a co-agreement between the governments of each country without
the replacement by the international organization because it may make the country loses the benefits.
•
�

Mr. Sompoch Nimsantijaroen, Independent Researcher
MR. Sompoch stated that there are many agencies involved in driving the operating on the natural

resources conservation. However, at a stage of consultation or working impetus often occurs in a narrow
area which the villager haven’t participated in. Therefore, there should be a way that allows the villagers
to participate in the management. For example: according to Mr. Sompoch case, he asked the gravid
female crabs from the fishermen in order to culture them at the research station in Kasetsat University and
then brought the juvenile crabs back to the fishermen to release them to the nature. This activity has been
continuing since today. When the fishermen were asked about their attitudes towards it, most of them
want to partake in the conservation or need for conservative areas to preserve the resources ( Ranong –
Kuraburi). However, they might request support in form of knowledge support and some budgets from
concerned agencies as well.
•

Mr. Somsak Soonthornnawaphat, IUCN

Mr. Somsak proposed opinions on the network building for learning and exchanging the
international management approach, in order to bring about a continual linkage of Bay of Bengal
ecosystem management. For example: a case of the management on the seagrass beds in Trang province
which might be an example of effective management system and it would be a model for neighbor
countries as well.
•
�

Mr. Phuriphat Theerakulphisut, Marine Office Region 5, Phuket Branch
Mr. Phuriphat expressed that the dredging of channel in the front area of resorts seems to be a

little problem which would not have a continual impact on the project that links to many countries as in
this project.
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong, Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan clarified that the concept of the Department of National Park in proposing the
marine conservative area of the Andaman sea in Thailand to be one of the World Heritage is to create
more awareness on the importance of natural resource conservation in national park areas along Andaman
coast.
•

Mr. Phuriphat Theerakulpisut Marine Office 5 Phuket Branch

Mr. Phuriphat suggested that the areas that are already announced as world heritages might attract
more tourists to enter to. However, he worried that the number of tourists might exceed the capacity of
the areas and results in increasing of resource deterioration.
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•
�

Ms. Praulai Nootmorn Department of Fisheries
Ms. Praulai added more on the announcement of National Park area or other conservative areas

has been an issue which greatly impacts to the communities, since then the locals remain less area for
their jobs or utilizing natural resources. Therefore, Ms. Praulai questioned that being registered as one of
world heritage areas will highly aggravate the problem.
•
�

Dr. Somkiat Khokiattiwong Phuket Marine Biological Center
Dr. Somkiat clarified that the issue concerning the dredging of channel, is a co-project between

Thailand and Myanmar. Particularly, Myanmar is very interested in studying on the impacts concerning
the port project and the channel dredging which had already conducted in Thailand.
•

Mr. Sakanan Plathong Prince of Songkla University

Mr. Sakanan pointed out that this meeting regards as the investigation of problem issues which
have been gathered for the Bay of Bengal area in Thailand. Besides, there will be additional
recommendations both in the dimension of problem solving and the mechanism adjustment on the natural
resource management. Later on, the working group will categorize these problems to see how they relate
to each other and how they can reach to the recommendations. Causal Chain Analysis method will be
used to identified the rooted causes of the problem.
•

Mr. Sasin Chalermlarp, Seub Nakhasathien Foundation

Mr. Sasin summarized on the main directional management which includes the application of the
Co-Management method between organizations; publicizing and informing people; applying the
Ecosystem Base Management to the management; and having a concept of the cooperating between
government sectors, private development organizations, and citizen sectors which the Department of
Marine and Coastal Resources will act as a coordinator.
Moreover, Mr. Sasin also mentioned about the proposal of the adjustment of National Park Law
which is required to have a co-management between the government and communities. Accordingly,
although the law itself cannot be adjusted but the model scheme of the management on Andaman sea
conservative area which is also the main scheme in managing of National Park areas in the Andaman
zone, has an alternative way. There is a separation of zone in the management of national park areas as
General Use Zone and this process can be applied to the next co-management.
•

Ms. Praulai Nuchmorn, Department of Fisheries

Ms. Praulai concluded that the arranging of this meeting is to affirm the problem issues that are
already analyzed whether they are up-to-date or not because they had been analyzed for long time. It was
found that the major problem concerns the unsustainable coastal development, and the villagers in each
area are interested in the adaptation of fishermen when they meet with natural disaster (storm, Typhoon
and earthquake).
In addition, Ms. Praulai added that a lot of problems need to be solved by local agencies who are
responsible for their own problems because the BOBLME project can take part only in being a medium
for exchanging knowledge between areas, or supporting on making plan for the coastal resource
management as Ms. Sirima mentioned earlier.
Ms. Praulai also explained about conducting the collaborative research between the countries in
Bay of Bengal area, there are variety of topic regarding aquatic animals such as mackerel. In addition,
another topic of study is about the study of Critical Habitat in Mergui Archipelago of Myanmar which is
likely to develop as a large deep sea port. Thailand has presented the case study of Rayong Industrial
Estates as a model.
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Regarding the location of the pilot study of the BOBLME project, Ms. Praulai stated that initially
the Department of Fisheries has selected the area of Sarai Island, Satun province which locates in
Thailand – Malaysia borderland to conduct the ecosystem management.
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Summary of suggestion and issues from Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis

1. The Department of National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation should be added as one of the
institutes that are responsible for environmental and marine concerns among the countries in Bay
of Bengal in part of Thailand. This is because the main marine resources such as coral reef and
seagrass beds exist in the area under the responsibility of the National Park Department.
2. According to the root of problem of the natural resources degradation, a poor fishermen village
was mentioned as one of the cause of problems. The meeting viewed that it was impossible
because the root of the problem should be on the wealthiness, demanding, and insufficiency. For
example: although the small-scale fishermen can catch fish in a few kilograms, it is enough for
their livelihood while the large-scale fishermen have to increasingly catch fish in order to have
money for hiring and the family’s expenses.
3. In relation to marine pollution problem issues, organizing related to tourism activities and marine
aquatic food processing should be added as causes of the marine pollution problems.
4. According to the transboundary diagnostic analysis in Thailand, the problems should be analyzed
and ranked for their significances and urgency.
5. Thailand and this region still lack of knowledge about the sea bed ecosystem at a deep sea level
up to hundreds feet. For example: sponge ground and a pinnacle area which are fishing grounds
of large trawling and has been heavily utilized. Therefore, it is possible that the marine ecosystem
in this area may be in a serious degeneration which needs to be studied on its present conditions
in all aspects, in order to apply the obtained knowledge for further management.
6. The problem of political influences, and immoral, dishonest and corrupted politicians, has the
root of problem from people. This is because the people like to elect the politicians who are the
same as them without proper decision. Therefore, the change should be started from the people by
raising their awareness and having proper voting.
7. The determination on the procedure for local community development in Thailand is only
managed by the group of people at administrative level, thus, villagers or people in communities
rarely take part in this decision making. Another main issue is the valuing on the ecosystem
which is found that the environment and resources are valued at very low level.
8. In case of the arrest of fishing boats at the border areas between countries, there should be an
agreement on a clear criterion for the arrest, including the concern on two-nations ships.
Accordingly, it is suggested that the BOBLME project should take part in cooperating with the
agreement between the countries.
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9. Regarding the issue on conflicts between communities and national parks, although some areas
might have been utilized by villagers before the announcement of establishing a national park,
however, when it becomes a national park, the management should rely on a conservation
dimension along with the utilization. Thus, in the future there should be the creating of a proper
regulation for sustainably utilization of natural resources.
10. The revision of rules for fishery utilization should be revised in a certain area by holding to a
principle of the permission according to season, period of fishing, types of tools to catch aquatic
animals, and kinds of permitted aquatic animals for catching.
11. Local agencies at sub-district, provincial, and group of provinces levels want to make a coastal
resources management plan for their own areas which is already under a budget allotment.
However, they still lack of organizations or agencies which are specialized in natural resources
management to collaborate in this task.
12. Nowadays, the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources is conducting on a working plan for
the coastal resource management by the associated network of coastal and marine resource
management in 23 provinces. This is to perform work in three levels: province, group of
provinces, and national levels.
13. The announcement of protected area may increase conflicts between villagers and government
officers. Thus, the effective resources management should allow the resource’s users to be the
owner of the resources because if they feel that they are co-owners, they would have more
involvement in the conservation. In addition, there should be a support law for the communities
in order to keep benefits of their resources in their own areas.
14. The knowledge and the awareness on the benefits of resources conservation should be informed
to villagers, concretely, as well as, it is a breeding ground and nursery area of the aquatic animals
for the fishermen. Subsequently, the villagers would be more understandable and cooperate for
the conservation because they are directly obtained the benefits.
15. The marine coastal ecosystem conservation should be started from the upper water shade areas
because it will continually impact to the end of the river, that is, the coastal ecosystem.
16. With respect to the BOBLME project, it was suggested that there should be a pilot project in the
concerned area to concretely see how it works. The meeting has proposed the area of Tha-Jeen
canal in Phuket province where there are still a lot of garbage in the canal due to the community
along this canal bank still lack of a good awareness for the garbage management and often throw
the garbage into the canal. For example: there might be an initiated project by using EM Ball and
the campaign for not throwing garbage in to the canal, in order to restore the water quality in ThaJeen canal. In addition, the Marine Department is willing for cooperation and continually
conducts the projects in this area.
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17. The BOBLME project would be a great opportunity for creating networks in order to exchange
and learn the ways to manage the ecosystem between nations in the Bay of Bengal such as the
ecosystem management of the seagrass beds in Thailand.
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Mr.Sakanan Plathong

Faculty of Science, Prince of Songkla University
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Ms.Aorn Sillapasathitwong
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Ms.Narissara Kongcharoenkit
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Thailand, Prince of Songkla University
Excellence Center for Biodiversity of Peninsular
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Minute of 6 Andaman provinces meeting

Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis: Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem
7 - 14 February 2011
At Ranong, Phuket, Phangnga, Krabi, Trang and Satun Provinces
...................................................................................................................
Mr. Sakanan Plathong from Faculty of Science, Prince of Songkla University informed the BOBLME program to
the government agencies, local Administrative Organization in 6 provinces of the Andaman Sea of Thailand: Ranong, Phuket,
Phangnga, Krabi, Trang and Satun Province
Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis (TDA) identifies, quantifies (where possible) and ranks, according to the
severity of environmental and/or socio-economic impacts, water-related environmental transboundary issues and their
proximate and root causes. The TDA provides the scientific basis for the collaborative development of a Strategic Action
Programme (SAP) that forms the basis for the implementation of nationally and regionally coordinated activities to address
the issues and their causes.
In April 2009, a five-year Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) Project, involving Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand, Myanmar, Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, commenced. It aims to improve the lives of
the coastal populations through improved regional management of the Bay of Bengal environment and its fisheries. One of
the Projects major outputs will be a SAP designed to protect the health of the ecosystem and manage the living resources of
the BOBLME on a sustainable basis to improve the food and livelihood security of the region’s coastal population. This TDA
is the primary input into the SAP development. It supersedes the preliminary framework TDA that was prepared under the
GEF Project Development Fund-B (PDF-B) phase, as part of the preparation for the BOBLME Project
• Scope and Characteristics of The BOBLME
The BOBLME as defined for the purposes of the BOBLME Project includes the Bay of Bengal itself, the Andaman
Sea, the Straits of Malacca and the Indian Ocean to 2 degrees south of the equator (Fig.1). As well as the high sea area, it
comprises the coastal areas, islands, reefs, continental shelves and coastal and marine waters of the northern part of the Island
of Sumatra in Indonesia (Provinces of Aceh, Riau, North Sumatra and West Sumatra), the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia,
the west coast of Thailand, Myanmar, Bangladesh, the east coast of India, the Nicobar and Andaman Islands of India, Sri
Lanka and the Maldives.
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Figure 1 BOBLME boundaries and EEZ boundaries
From the Regional Workshop of the BOBLME Programme in 2003 and 2004, the BOBLME countries agreed that the
Preliminary TDA should address the following three major transboundary environmental concerns:
1. Overexploitation of the marine living resources;
2. Degradation of mangroves and coral reefs; and
3. Land-based sources of pollution.
It can be seen that the result of TDA project implementation that has been done for a long time may have some
changes in the situation. Therefore, before moving to the next step of strategic analysis, it is considered as proper to conduct
information verification for the very present of them which each country must conduct the plan to improve the information of
situations by all should be finished within April 2011.
For Thailand, Andaman Sea Fisheries Development Center, Fisheries research and technology development Institute
and Department of Fisheries have suggested the Coral Reef and Benthos Research Unit and Excellence Center for
Biodiversity of Peninsular Thailand, Faculty of Sciences, Prince of Songkla University to be the operator in distribution of the
environmental problems analysis and Transboundary Diagnostic analysis: TDA of Thailand in “Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem Project: BOBLME”. And hold the meeting in 6 Andaman provinces local areas to present the project
implementation and gathering the data to compose in the making of Andaman coastal areas management strategies to support
the management of marine ecosystem of Bengal. This is for the relevant units in the provinces to know as well as participate
to receive the opinion, problem issues and recommendation to set up the strategic management of the coastal areas.
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A Comments and issues discussed from the meeting

Ranong Province : Monday, 7th February 2011 at Ranong City Hall

Mr. Khwanchai Yudi, Ranong Provincial Fisheries Office
Mr. Kwanchai mentioned about the issue on fishing across the border, particularly, fishing in
Indonesia and Burma boundaries. He questioned whether will it be possible to negotiate at the
government level and how long will it take. Nowadays, Burma is a union government which the money is
not only paid to the central government but it is also collected at the local level, causing a problem of high
investment that lack of controllable scope. In the past, the investors were required to buy the ticket cost
10,000 dollars for the right to fish in 28 days. However, the collecting of money can be seen in other
parts, diversely.
Clarification: These issues are accepted and can be emphasized into the meeting report. Initially,
the project can impel these issues to be discussed at the government level.
Mr. Witthaya Hawanon, Ranong Coastal Fisheries Development Center
The fish cage aquaculture in the national park area causes a problem to local fishermen because
the 3 marine national parks cover most coastal area of Ranong Province.
Clarification: Mr. Wirat Chanthachotikun, Lam Nam Kra Buri National Park
Mr. Wirat clarified that the national park has an agreement with the community about the local
fishery in the area where there is even no enactment. However, a special agreement will be applied
according to the policy of the Department of National Park. In case of Lam Nam Kraburi National Park,
there is also fish cage culture in the mangrove creek, but causes no harm to the area. Generally, the
conflict is minimized with local residents.
Mr. Sakanan Plathong explained that there is a resolution process for local subsistence fisheries
under the national park policy. However, the aquaculture ponds in the national park boundary will be
illegal if there is no land ownership document.
Mr. Somphot Nimsanticharoen, Independence Researcher
If the aquaculture ponds are in the designation of the national park boundary, such area cannot be
registered. There are still many ponds, which are not registered.
Clarification: Mr. Khwanchai Yudi clarified that the fishermen are assigned to register for their
aquaculture. If there is an ownership on the aquaculture area, they must firstly ask for permission from the
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owner. If the area is in the national park, it has already been discussed with some reasonable agreement.
However, for new operators, they are not allowed to operate aquaculture.
Mr. Khwanchai Yudi, Ranong Provincial Fisheries Office
According to the meeting document Topic 4.1, subsection 3, the fisheries catch showed that there
was an increasing of juvenile fish catch. Nowadays, Department of Fisheries has an inspection for this
issue and they found that the fishermen tend to use smaller mesh sizes nets than the standard one. The
fishermen claimed that if such nets are illegal, the factory which produced the nets should be arrested.
Currently, officers are unable to arrest illegal fishing net continually and cannot cover all the area of the
inspection. As a result, there should have a more cooperation with other concerning parties but it only
achieves for some occasions. For this issue, Mr.Kwanchai suggested that we should emphasize on the
inspection on the trawl’s producing factory.
Mr. Witthaya Hawanon, Ranong Coastal Fisheries Development Center
Mr. Witthaya raised the problem of a decreasing in a number of mud crabs. In the past, there were
large number of Mud crabs in the sea, but are declined recently. There is not any measure to sustainability
handle the crab’s resources. Besides, it was found that fishermen use some fishing tools to catch too small
aquatic animals since there is no regulation on controlling of small crabs catch. Accordingly, Mr.
Witthaya suggested that it should have an explanation and an education to the local for the crab resources’
conservation including the gravid female crab which were mostly caught, especially the blue swimming
crab. He proposed to build a standard in the campaign of “not eating the gravid crab”.
Mr. Somphot Nimsanticharoen, Independence Researcher
Mr. Somphot questioned about the access to the information; how can we have an up-to-date
information in order to apply them to the management. He suggested that the management should allow
the local residences to be able to collect information to the government section since they are the real
users who can provide real information. Consequently, the results can be brought to manage the natural
resources by the community. Besides, the operations of many projects in the community were not
continually. This project should set up a sustainable practice.
Clarification: Knowledge management is one of the concepts in the project which expects that
we should have the knowledge and database management system. The project is also concerned about the
sustainability of the project. Therefore, it should be emphasized on the management plan that needs to
specify the working process and mechanism. The project should aim that the local communities are able
to work continually after the end of the project.
In addition, the meeting proposed that we should emphasize on working process initiated from
inside, or local officials who look after the area. In addition, there should be a real cooperation with right
organizations who normally work in the area, and allow all information to be accessed to the local.
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Mr. Nissorn Ketwongwichan, Marine Office Region 5 (Ranong)
Mr. Nissorn mentioned that the disappearance of swamp areas for supporting excess water will
cause the flood problem in the future. Thus, we should concern on canal dredging in order to protect the
flood problem due to the increasing of land encroachment.
There was a marine transportations development plan in Ranong.

However, there was an

obstacle on land survey and ownership. Therefore, the road and other transportation infrastructure cannot
be constructed to support the port development. Currently, there is still lack of a plan to solve this issue.
Mr. Niwat Thapwong, Ranong Pier
Mr. Niwat explained that in case of port management, it is true to say that the policy totally failed
with no vessels entered. However, there is collaboration with other ports such as Sahawiriya Port in the
Gulf of Thailand. In term of environmental safety management, the port did not fail since there is still a
security standard on oil, ships, and port operation. For the fuel contamination and garbage disposal, there
is a control with a pre-notice for the disposal. Currently, there is no problem of boat fuel leakage.
Mr. Nissorn Ketwongwichan, Marine Office Region 5 (Ranong)
Mr. Nissorn added that there is no tank to support lubricant or the drainage of ship’s lubricants at
the port. In case of “MARPOL”, it is in operating, and generally the wasted oil from ships will be
managed by the responsible company under the license. However, Ranong Province has not yet managed
for this part. Besides, controlling those fishing boats on their oil’s drainage is very difficult task.
However, it is going to have a project to handle this problem.
Another concern is that most ships are belonging to Burma, which are account for 90% and Thai
ships is only 10%. Therefore, it is still difficult to control Burmese ships..
For wastewater treatment in the port area, the disposal of oil or the contamination into rivers, are
all managed by the Marine Department. Nevertheless, there must have a public relation because
regulating the law is very difficult. There is a need to establish an understanding of the regulation
management, particularly, the local organization.
Mr. Manu Ananthasarit, Ranong Provincial Office of Natural Resources and Environment
There is no management plan for wastewater treatment system. It is still in the period of planning
and designing of the system. There should be a cooperating at a community level. The authority will
have a discussion with the locals in the community.
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Figure 2 The meeting at Ranong City Hall, Ranong Province
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Phuket Province : Tuesday, 8th February 2011 at Phuket City Hall

Mr. Niwit Arunrat, Deputy Governor of Phuket Province
Mr. Niwit pointed out to the issue on the situation reporting from the academic affair as well as
from other media. It is found that they have a huge influence on tourism. For instance, in case of coral
bleaching, it was reported that all corals were bleached in many areas. In fact, they should report only that
the bleaching happened in some area in order to avoid misunderstanding and have extremely affected to
the tourism.
In addition, a problem of clearing land’s surface to construct buildings and other developments on
mountains was informed to the government section. However, it is unable to resolve the issue. The main
problem is that the responsible officers ignore the law according to many reasons such as politician or
influence problem. Therefore, to solve the problem, we should realize on how to solve this issue without
causing problems to local officers, including the alternative practices for the operators as well. Besides, in
case of establishing other projects, the local administrators will be responsible for a prohibition of
construction. However, practically, the present law cannot be applied to a real situation. Therefore, the
resolution must be balanced to the current situation.
Another management process is to set up a people network.
Mr. Kawi Saranakhomkun, Phuket Provincial Fisheries Office
Mr. Kawi mentioned that most problems of commercial fishery. There is unable to control the
numbers of the trawling boats, which is not equal to the actual license. However, at present, the trawls’
problem was depleted in Phuket area. Another important problem is the application of fishery license in a
certain type, since there are registered in a different type of currently operated gears. For example, a boat
was registered as a purse seine but it was used for anchovy fisheries. In addition, an inability to strengthen
the law is common in the area.
Furthermore, at present, it is in the process of defining zone for crab fisheries and conservation by
applying research information to the management planning and the regulations. The scientist should not
do only pure research, they should be implemented in a demonstration site as well.
Representatives from public sector
It was agreed that the management should focus on the information at a policy level. For instance;
there is a complaint on wastewater releasing that has not yet been solved or managed. Phuket is
considered to have no clear direction of development and conservation.
For transboundary issue, one of the problems comes from the difference in enforcement in each
country. In Burma, there are plenty of natural resources and more harvesting due to less development in
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other aspects. Thailand is more advance and higher growing in the land development and agriculture. It
leads to the decreasing of mangrove forest. Without mangrove forest, there will be no area for nursery
ground. The swamp forest was also destroyed. There are a few places for turtles’ laying eggs. In
addition, there is a concern on the growing of small crab fisheries. There is still much illegal land
reclamation in mangrove areas without any legal action. Overall, it is agreed that the integration of the
government is completely failed. The Fishery Acts is not enforced. People are already deprived for
perceiving information. Therefore, the solution should be focused on the management system.
Other fishery problems from public representatives indicated that the coastal current was changed
after the Tsunami and there is a huge increasing of jellyfish. Consequently, it is a change in environment
condition.
The issue on Marina Port should be concerned on the impact on local residents. The management
plan should also specify the suitable location and number of ports for Phuket. The marina should be the
property of Government agencies, not private sectors. It’s likely that the law is not strengthened properly.
In some marina or boat parking areas, it was found that fish were contaminated with smells of oil
and cannot be eaten.
Mr. Somkiat Khokiattiwong, PMBC
Mr. Somkiat explained more about the problem of tar ball in Phuket Province which used to be a
problem. However, it is not a problem anymore. On the other hand, he would like to emphasize on the
problem of oil leaking from local small-fishing boats.
According to the Coliform Bacteria concentration in wastewater, the community has a regular
monitoring program. In general, it is an indicator of water quality but it should be compared with Fecal
Coliform Bacteria as well. The most important issue is the use of chlorine for disinfection, which could
cause more environmental toxic. Therefore, ozone may be considered for the replacement of the chlorine
method. However, ozone technique is more expensive and complicated.
Mr. Sombun Aiyarak, Katoo Municipality
Mr. Somboon stated that the major cause of problem is the development of tourism because it
will lead to other issues, such as wastewater or garbage problems.
Mr. Prachiad Aksornthamakul, Phuket Provincial Office
Mr. Prachiad would like the program to concentrate on particular issue and location, not in
overall conclusion. In case of the management plan, it is necessary to have a specific plan for particular
area and issues. For example, which beach need special action for its wastewater or garbage issues. The
Marine and Coastal Resources Research Institute (Phuket Marine Biological Center) in Phuket Province
already has background information.
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Clarification: In case of an announcement of coral bleaching area, when it was broadcasted, it
turned to be a bad news, and it cause an impact on the tourism. On the other hand, it made more concern
on the regulations for reducing further impact. Tourists and relevance agencies will pay more attention
on this issue.
Mr. Phuriphat Thirakunphisut, Marine Office 5 Phuket Branch
Mr. Phuriphat suggested that the educators should bravely present their information. In case of
the construction of ports, it was reasonable. However, it should be considered on its benefit as it will
reduce anchoring. However, the main obstacle to control the issue is the weakness in enforcement and the
ability to control it.
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Figure 3 A meeting at Phuket City Hall, Phuket Province
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Phangnga Province: Wednesday, 9th February2011 at Phangnga City Hall

Mr. Sakanan Plathong presented the background of the project, the state of local problem, and
added on the outstanding of Andaman Sea Nature Reserves of Thailand which is one of Bengal Bay’s
ecological systems. In addition, the Department of National Wildlife, and Plant Conservation has already
prepared the documents to propose many coastal areas and islands in Phangnga Province to be a World
Heritage site.
Mr. Surin Phetsang, Deputy Governor of Phangnga Province
Mr. Surin explained to the meeting that the presentation of information from the project’s
committees is only to inform and receive opinion from public residents and related agencies. There is not
any obligation or decision from the meeting.
In addition, the fishery problems in the national park areas are still exist. The questions are how
we can have the enforcement for the fishing in the national park area. If the area is declared to be part of
the World Heritage areas, what the local will gain from the regulation of being the World Heritage area. It
may cause a problem of application to the local people.
Mr. Damrong Sinto, Ko Pan Yi Tambon Administrative Organization
Mr. Damrong stated that the community has many problems with the national park such as the
construction of houses and the expanding of village in the sea. Another problem is the garbage. The
national park has an entrance fee and some of them are used to manage the park. In fact, there is an
amount of budget to manage the garbage but not be enough. We should not let the Tambon
Administrative Organization or the local authority to be in charge of all problems. It should be supported
from the higher level.
Mr. Nopphadon Pekamon, Ko Yao Noi Tambon Administrative Organization
Mr. Nophadon suggested that there should be an emphasis on providing information and news to
the public section. For example, the declaration of environmental protect area which was accepted by
only few group, have not yet informed to many other groups. Therefore, the regulation of the laws should
be totally informed to the locals who have benefits from the area. The City Planning Law and the Law on
the prohibition of constructing in 30 meters zone should be informed. Indeed, it should be realized that
the declaration of laws or any prohibitions should be informed to the local.

Ms. Thiphaphon Traithong, Phangnga Coastal Fisheries Development Center
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Ms. Thipaporn added that the conservation does not mean the prohibition of use. There is a need
to increase an understanding to both community sectors and the government sectors. Every stakeholder
can express their opinions whether to agree or disagree.
Mr. Sakanan Plathong explained that we have to accept that the area which is under the National
Park Laws is the only area that can still maintain the health of ecosystem. However, in general the
national park still has problems with local fishermen. Some conflict has been solved by a public
participation program from the Department of National Park.
Ms.Sirima Priyawongsakun, Phangnga Provincial Office
Ms. Sirima agreed that having conservation areas will be a security of the local community in the
future. For example, the over-development in in Phuket Province caused the shortage in resources. There
are not much conservation areas in Phuket. In case of Phangnga Province, there are plenty conservation
areas. In addition, another main concern is how to strengthen community. In case of Ko Phi Phi and Ao
Nang in Krabi province, the whole land has been sold to investors. The local way’s of life has already
been changed.
Chief of the environment group, Office of Natural resources and Environment
Chief of the environment group suggested that the documents and information from this project
should be presented and informed to the local as much as possible.
Mr.Bandit Tingwang, Andaman Organization for Participatory Restoration of Natural
Resources
Mr. Bandit mentioned that most of the local fishing areas are taken place in the national park. If
there is no special agreement, it will be a problem. He suggested that the appropriated management must
provide preservations on either nature or traditional way of life.
Mr. Surin Phetsang, Deputy Governor of Phangnga Province
Mr. Surin pointed to the designing of management plan that every province must have its own
management plan. They should build an understanding and realizing on the plan in each area, as well as,
establishing networks and proceeding ideas. In addition, he suggested that the local Tambon
Administrative Organization should have their own management plan explaining for their need, lacks and
problems in the area. These management plans should be proposed to the provincial sector in order to
propose for the budget.

For the management problem in the area such as the garbage problem, it appears that the
communities were unable to handle the problem. Besides, it was found that some islands are unable to
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return the garbage to the mainland because the Island and the mainland port are managed under different
sub-districts.
Mr. Sakanan Plathong explained that if each community need management plan, it is possible
that the project can support for the establishing of the management plan at a local level.
Fishery Biologist, Phuket Provincial Fisheries Office
There is a conflict between a large commercial fisheries and subsistence fisheries.
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Figure 4 A meeting at Phangnga City Hall, Phangnga Province
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Krabi Province : Thursday, 10th February2011 at Government Service,
Ministry of Labour Krabi

Mr. Anirut Khirina, Krabi Provincial Fisheries Office
Mr. Anirut mentioned that there is no illegal fishing problem due to the inspection of trawls,
push-net and other illegal fishing tools within 3 kms from the shorelines. In addition, there is a strong
patronage program during the closure season.
Mr. Phaisan Chaichanasongkhram, Khlong Prasong Tambon Administrative Organization
With respect to the natural resources aspect, the Krabi province has mangrove area as well as
having the Ramsar site in Krabi estuary. Therefore, the tourism should be emphasized on ecological
tourism. He also presented additional problems including the development in tourism may affect to the
ecosystem even though there is a regulation. There is an increase in degradation of ecosystem, the
insufficient basic construction, coastal erosion, and weak regulation.
Ms. Chutima Laeyuhim, Provincial Public Relations Office
Ms. Chutima supported on the development of tourism. If there are too many tourists enter to the
area without any control, it will cause an effect to the community such as wastewater and garbage in Ko
Phi Phi.
Mr.Kuson Wachedi, Sala Dan Tambon Administrative Organization
Mr. Kuson has a suggestion to prepare provincial coastal development plan. There is a need to
educate people and conduct a public hearing in the community in order to know what they need.
In addition, there were some suggestions on the fishery from the meeting. It was found that there
is a local fishery network and the fishery association. Besides, an issue on the commercial fishery zone is
still remained. During the announcement of seasonal closure areas during the spawning season, it was
found that there were a number of fishing boats from other nearby provinces and from local fishers
entering the area, especially Clam dredging boats which caused an impact to the ecosystem.
During the seasonal closure period, fishermen do not have an alternative job. There should be a
project to promote an alternative income. Moreover, the problem of dropping price of aquatic animals
was also found during this season.
Mr. Manat Chuhong, Office of Natural resources and Environment
With respect to the environment and resources, there is an examination of the sea water quality
with continually and it is under the standard level.
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Ms. Chutima Laeyuhim, Provincial Public Relations Office
Ms. Chutima mentioned about the aquaculture which now having a group of blue swimming crab
farming. Also, it was appeared that small-crabs are sold for crab meat menu. Currently, there is a Crab
Bank Project in some coastal communities.
Mr. Anirut Khirina, Krabi Provincial Fisheries Office
It was found that the fishers changed their fishing gear to be smaller maze size net in order to
catch small crabs, which has a high market’s demand for crab meat. In this case, the fishers use crab traps
which are not illegal fishing gears. However, there is the Crab Bank Project established by a group of
local communities to build the floating basket for farming gravid female crabs. They will nurse the crab
with external eggs, and leave it releasing its eggs before selling.
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Figure 5 Meeting at Government Service, Ministry of Labour Krabi
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Trang Province : Friday, 11th February 2011 at Trang City Hall

Mr. Anurak Wanmusa, Ko Li Bong Tambon Administrative Organization
Mr. Anurak presented problems found in his area including tourism problem. Due to the growing
of tourism, there are a large number of tourists entering the area and then caused a garbage problem.
Furthermore, there was also a garbage problem inside the community because there is no place for
garbage dumping in Ko Libong. In fact, there is a solution approach but the working procedure is still
unsure. In addition, the coastal erosion was found in Ko Libong.
In case of the fishery occupation, there is a co-regulation in the community on the restriction of
fishing gears in the community. However, there is a change and a declining in fishery resources due to the
natural change. For instance, the global warming issue shows that more deep-fish are found in shallow
water. Because of the decreasing of fishery resources, there is a change in occupation from fishing to
farming and tourism.
Regarding the coral bleaching issue, it was managed by the command of closing some areas.
Such a prohibition to enter the area causes a huge impact on tourism. However, solving impact on coral
reef is also considered to be important. The coral reefs at Ko Ma, which used to be very beautiful reef,
have been degraded.
For small aquatic animals catch, including the growing number of Blue swimming crab catch, we
should have a prohibition on small crabs’ catch.
For Dugong’s conservation, the local community has established a mechanism by pushing the
Tambon Administrative Organization to enact the dugong’s conservation law. Moreover, it is necessary to
have the regulation for fishing gears’ application that should not cause any harm to the resources and
aquatic animals, especially, the dugong. These regulations include the prohibition to use floating gill net,
push-net, and string ray’s hook in sea-grass area which is the dugong’s habitat. This practice is under the
principle forced by the local communities who patron their own area. Even though there are groups of
people who still want the dugong product, most of the local communities (90%) realize for its value,
particularly the dugong is the main tourism attraction.
Mr. Anurak left the issue on the management of garbage in Ko Libong. In fact, the problem was
managed in some aspects such as having a study visit in other areas and having a committee for solving
the problem. However, they are unable to manage the problem due to the constraint of area condition
which is inappropriate to manage.
Finally, it is found that anchovy-boats are also catching other types of marine fauna because of
the decrease in amount of anchovy population.
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Mr. Chaiwut Phetrat, Trang Provincial Fisheries Office
Mr. Chaiwut clarified that the province has announced the prohibition of using two fishing gears;
Gill net and Stingrays gill net which affected the marine life’s, especially to the dugong. Moreover, the
province would like to add two more destructive fishing tools such as Rawai hook which destroys aquatic
animals and Crab’s gill net.
Mr. Samak Thongkaeo, Bo Hin Tambon Administrative Organization
Mr. Samak presented the problems in Bor-Hin area including the coastal erosion, the destruction
of coastal construction. Currently, they were managed by growing trees to replace the lost at Hat Klong
Ron.
Problems in fishery were found as the fishers having less income due to the decreasing number of
marine resources catch. The initial management is to have a regulation issued by Tambon (sub-district) to
co-protect natural resources in the community.
In addition, wastewater releasing from shrimp farms will lead to water quality deterioration,
particularly to people who have mussels’ aquaculture.
The seaweed aquaculture, if not controlled, can cause the troubles to boating and many fish
would escape to the deep sea.
Office of Natural resources and Environment
Regarding the garbage management, there was a budget for establishing a garbage disposal
system. However, it was unable to find an appropriate place for the construction. In addition, there is also
a problem of budget allotment in each community.
For the dugong’s conservation, Trang province shows the strength on this conservation. With the
establishing of strong network of one community to other communities, it can be another resolution for
environmental management.
In addition, participants asked the question whether the glass bottle and lamps on the fishing
boats can be smashed and thrown into the sea.
Mr. Sakanan Plathong explained that, in fact, such garbage should be returned back to the
mainland. However, nowadays most fishing boats like to throw them to the sea. If they do so, they should
smash this garbage before throwing them. It is better than let the garbage float upon the sea and soon they
will be floated to the shore and broken at the beach. Another major problem is that large piece of fishing
net from fishing boats were attached to the coral reef. Although the data collection indicated that the
fishers haven’t fished in the coral reef, the fishing net were cut in the sea and they float along the current,
and entangle to the coral reef.
For the management of lubricated oil, if the pier provides storage tanks to support the oil from the
boats, it will reduce the oil contamination issue.
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Mr. Anurak Wanmusa, Ko Li Bong Tambon Administrative Organization
According to the issue on oil contamination from fishing boats, he suggested that to solve this
problem, the most important idea is to establish awareness, knowledge and understanding to the local
communities. Other issues such as dugong and coral reef conservation should also be concerned.
Mr. Akhom Yutthana, Department of marine and Coastal resources
He explained on the overuse of mangrove area issue which now was solved since there is not any
concession of mangrove’s charcoal. However, the mangrove deforestation is still in existence as a result
of the community expansion. Besides, the encroachment of mangrove forest according to the aquaculture
has decreased because there is not a promotion on aquaculture. Other problems include the encroachment
of mangrove forest for constructing public infrastructure such as construction of road, buildings and
government offices.
Mr. Chaiwut Phetrat, Trang Provincial Fisheries Office
Mr. Chaiwut emphasized on the decreasing in marine resources and the existing use of
destructive fishing tools such as stake trap, set bag nets and Trawls. Although there is an inspection by the
officers, it will often turn to a protest. Besides, some villages have no alternative careers.
For the dugong which can make a huge profit for tourism in the community, the local
communities has set up cooperation and monitoring program to protect their population. In addition, there
are coastal volunteers who look after the dugong. However, there are still some group want dugong
products for charms, dope drugs and other believes. The death of dugongs can be caused from the
accident of boats crashing and their propellers which lead to the loss of juvenile dugongs. In addition,
they are harmed by some fishing gears.
Ms. Wipha Limkhamsuk, Office of Natural resources and Environment
Ms. Wipha added more issues in different aspects. First, the garbage problem is highly found
during the southwest monsoon season. It appears that there is a lot of garbage on the beach, both behind
and in front of beach. Moreover, due to the diving activity in Ko Mook and Ko Kradan, it was found that
the rope entangling on corals, as well as, other garbage including neon bulb, aluminum bottles, and
garbage from fishing boats such as foam. Nevertheless, there is no regulation for garbage management
among tourism entrepreneurs.
The problem of wastewater was found at Pak Meng Beach with stained oil from long-tailed boats
and small scale fishing boats. The high sedimentation in the Pak Meng estuary also leads to unsustainable
use of marine resources.
There are some questions during the meeting about the solution’s process of the oil leaking in
Bengal Bay. Mr. Sakanan pointed out that the initial report indicated that the oil leaking in the Bengal
Bay has also derived from the exploration and production which can be found in the deep sea area.
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However, in case of Thailand, most petroleum exploration and production concessions are located in the
Gulf of Thailand. In the part, at the beginning of the exploration, there might be a mercury problem.
However, this problem is fixed by a modern technique. The accidental leakage of oil might be difficult to
totally be prevented. However, if there is a leaking of oil, there are emergency procedures to cope with
this accident.
Mr. Chatchai Chaimon, Ko Sukon Tambon Administrative Organization
Mr. Chatchai raised the issue on the incinerator project. There is a plan to establish incinerator in
the community but some locals protest the project. Therefore, there should have an education program to
increase knowledge and understanding to the local communities.
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Figure 6 The meeting at Trang City Hall, Trang Province
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Satun Province : Monday, 14th February 2011 at Satun City Hall

Mr. Aroon Chuprasit, Fisheries Association, Satun Province
Mr. Aroon presented information on the fishing boats crossing borders issue. It is found that there
are many Malaysian boasts get in Thai territory to fish. Actually these boats belong to Malaysian owners
but their employees are Thai. In addition, these types of boats have two registrations, both in Thai and
Malaysian registration. In practice, any boats which are registered under Thai registration will be
considered as a single registration. However, there is a duplicated registration of the boats in Malaysia.
Indeed, to solve such a problem, Thailand and Malaysia should discuss and come up with an agreement
for the registration of fishing boat and co-management fishery.
At present, Satun Fishery Association has set up a regulation for friendly fishery to the
environment. However, it cannot be regulated to the boats which have two nation’s registrations
(Malaysia & Thailand).
Mr. Phichet Sutduean, Marine office No.5 Satun
Mr. Phichet added more on fishery problems. Although there is an inspection for illegal boats, it
is unable to arrest most of them. Once one boat was caught, the other boats would escape to Malaysia’s
territorial waters. Thus, there should be a strict law and more secured ships. In general, it is found that the
two-registered boats will first register in Thailand and Malaysia afterward. To solve this problem, there
should be an inspection on Malaysian boats’ registration. If the boats are already registered as Thai’s,
then it should not be able to register in Malaysia. Moreover, the meeting suggested that Thai’s fishing
boats still need to buy petrol from Malaysia. Therefore, having two registrations (Thai & Malaysia) is still
needed for those fishing boats who want to reduce their petrol expenses. If the boat hasn’t registered as
Malaysian, it won’t be able to buy cheaper petrol. Therefore, this problem is quite difficult to be solved.
Mr. Maley Todin, Pu Yu Tambon Administrative Organization
He complained to the meeting that more than 100 of local boats in PuYu Sub-district were
arrested in Malaysia water last year. The boats were fined about 50,000 baht and the each fisherman was
also fined at about 100,000 baht. Nowadays, when a Thai boat is arrested, it will be sent to the central
administration instead of sending to Peris State. In addition, it is difficult for Thailand to arrest Malaysian
boats because they can easily run to Malaysian boundary. Therefore, he suggested that we should arrange
a meeting involving all concerned parties from Malaysia and Thailand to set a clear regulation.
Accordingly, the meeting proposed to have an agreement or MOU on international fishing and appoint
committees who are local fishermen and know real problems, to be part of MOU decision.
Mr. Aroon Chuprasit, the Chairman of Provincial Fishery Association.
27

He pointed out the current Fishery Law which states that it is a prohibition to trawl within 3,000
meters zone from the island and the main land. However, the groups of fishermen in Satun opposed to
this regulation because Satun coast composed of many islands and has few fishing ground. Nowadays, it
is in an indulgent process. Consequently, the local is going to propose for the adjustment of the Fishery
Law into the 2,000 meters zone from the island and 2,400 meters zone from the main land. In addition, all
kind of trawlers are prohibited with in the area of 5,400 meters zone. Nonetheless, it is in the process of
proposing the agreement of existing fishery. The new regulation which is the fishing from the sunrise to
the sunset is proposed. However, there is no need to issue the seasonal closure of some areas.
In case of the fishery problem which caused an effect to coral reefs, it was found that the shallow
fishing net dragged and affected to coral reefs, however, the deep-water ships caused no harm to the coral
reefs.
To solve the local fishery problems, he suggested that the seasonal closure is not necessary.
However, the fishing business has to participate in establishing a sustainable resource management
system. The temporary closure is affected local fishermen since they have to other jobs. On the other
hand, the big commercial boats can go to deeper area. Moreover, he gave the documents concerning the
principle and the fact about the fishing management system in Satun Province, which organized by the
Fishery Association. In addition, the association also has campaigns about the history and lesson learned
from Satun Province and the geography of Satun.
Mr. Phichet Sutduean, Marine office No.5 Satun
Mr. Phichet proposed about the establishing of a management plan at a community, sub-district,
district, and village levels, particularly for islands. The plan has to be based on the local needs and the
real local problems. The government agencies have to push forward the plan and it is proposed to have 5
years of achieving the management plan. In addition, the existing provincial strategic plan should be
integrated to this plan as well.
Mr. Maley Todin, Pu Yu Tambon Administrative Organization
He explained the fishing problem on the connection area among countries. All kinds of fishing
ground face problems due to the migration of aquatic animals such as mackerels. There should be a
discussion between Malaysian fishery entrepreneurs and Thais and also other countries should be
involved in the agreement or MOU as well.
Furthermore, he mentioned on other problems such as the current growth of tourism will affect to
the management in other aspects. Regarding the decreasing number of small-aquatic animals, it should be
focused on the animal feed’s production industry. Accordingly, if the manufacturers hasten their
production, the small-aquatic animals will be caught increasingly. This will rapidly effect to the number
of fish and soon nothing left. Moreover, problem of garbage disposal should be emphasized on the budget
for the management. For the mangrove forest problem, we should have more knowledge and
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understanding together with an appropriate management. Furthermore, the organizing of projects at a
province level must be clear with constant information. It should not be changed if there is an adjustment
in provincial executive managers.
Mr. Choetsaeng Bunthae, Satun Provincial Fisheries Office
He stated that most existing problems resulted from the population growth. There is an increasing
use of public areas, and the release of wastewater to the coast which causes the decreasing of Oxygen in
the coast and the declining in the number of aquatic animals. If there is a well-management on the oil’s
drainage from boats and garbage problems, there will be more fish in the coastal area. There is no need to
go farther area for catching. Besides, because of the difference in using fishing gears between Thailand
and Malaysia, it is difficult to discuss and regulate the regulation together, unless, the two countries use
same fishing gears.
In addition, over utilizing of natural resources beyond the production’s capacity arises from an
ineffective use of the law and catching of immature aquatic resources. One cause of the problem comes
from the tourism booster. On the other hand, he concerned about the artificial reefs which attract more
fish, and it is considered to be more easy fishing ground. The fishermen can delude fish from the artificial
reef and catch with ease, and get a great number of fish within a short time. Thus, there is a question
whether it is possible to limit number and sites of artificial reef to maintain the fish capture. In case of
fishing tools, the otter trawl is not a problem in Satun Province. Therefore, it should concentrate on the
law’s enforcement.
Mr. Nanthaphon Denben, Public Network and long trail boat operaters, Satun
He presented the problem of overlapping of the law between the National Park Law and Fishery
Law, such as fishing in the coastal zone. He emphasized on the boats with two-nationalities; holding both
Thai registration and Malaysia registration. It is obviously seen that the Langkawi’s ship got into Thai
territorial waters to catch fish and the fish were sent back to Langkawi. Therefore, Thai resource was sent
to Malaysia.
Moreover, the local communities have a patron program for coral resources protection. In
addition, it was found that the corals in Satun haven’t been degraded from the bleaching.
The problem of lighting fishing boats near islands was slightly found in the area. However, there
is still lack of discussion of transboundary fishery issue between concerned parties, including Malaysia
fishing operators.
In case of deep-sea port development, it depends on the decision of Satun Province. However, it
is also dependent on the reliable information. Nowadays, people in Satun Province have got incomplete
information.
Mr. Panaphon Chiwaserichon, Tarutao National Park
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Mr. Panaphon explained that most international projects in the communities were fail and
unsuccessful. When the projects were implemented, there was a misunderstanding among the local and
were unable to operate the projects after the project was finish. For example, the EU project on raising
pearl shells to promote career for Chao Lay (fishermen on Lipe island), the project lacked to study on
Chao Lay’s way of life, caused an ineffective management and lost a huge budget. Besides, he agreed
with the case of artificial reef, that is, although it is considered to be a supplement of fish habitat but the
fish will be easily caught.
In case of the seasonal bay closure, there were many meetings on this issue, but ended with no
conclusion.
According to the closing of tourism season, the national park orders to close it every year.
However, there are some private sectors working in the area, still run their business. These people do not
realize of the important of tourism closing. Even though the national park does not allow any people to
enter to the coral reef areas, some entrepreneurs still want to have the tourism for all year. Because the
tourism activity has a high investment, if they can only operate in a certain period, it would be worthless.
Moreover, a case of tourism development such as in Koh Tao showed that diving business began to be
sluggish because the resources became degraded. As a result, the government sector was involved to help
for the declaration of the protected area or take care of the remaining areas.
Mr. Sukit Rattanawibun, Office of Natural resources and Environment
Mr. Sukit pointed out that the province already has the management plan for the marine resources
and coastal resources conservation. However, the need is to have the budget allocation. Furthermore,
problems on garbage and wastewater at Ko Li Pe, have been resolved in some points but do not cover all
the area. In addition, there is an environmental control problem which is uncertain and the officers are
unable to arrest them. The coastal area encroachment from shrimp farming and the expansion of
communities are still major issues.

30

Figure 7 The meeting at Satun City Hall, Satun Province
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Summary of issues in 6 provinces
Table 1 Summary of issues in the area of Ranong, Phuket, Phangnga, Krabi, Trang and Satun
provinces
Province
Ranong

Issues
•

Transboundary fisheries should be negotiated at the governmental level

•

Fish cultivating in floating cage in national park areas

•

The fishermen use smaller maze size fishing net than standard

•

The officer cannot investigate illegal activities consistently and not cover all areas

•

Mud crab population is decreased as the fishermen use too small fishery tools

•

Knowledge management should involve villagers to collect the information for the government

•

Training must be done together with local government agencies

•

The lost in water catchment areas which lead to flooding

•

At the fishing pier area, no management for ship engine oil collector

•

Waste water treatment system needs to be publicized as the application of law cannot be done so
easily. The understanding of the management must be raised especially, in the local organization

Phuket

•

Sedimentation form the opening of soil surface

•

Waste water draining into the sea

•

Law cannot be applicable, politics and influenced person

•

The managing of the fishing boat that has a permit for particular gears but operate another fishing
gears.

•

The differences of law enforcement of each country

•

The decreasing of mangrove forest from tourism development

•

Catching of too small crabs

•

The government integration is totally fail and it must be solved at government management
system

•

The changes from natural environment, the change of near shore current after tsunami

•

In some areas, the fish have smell and cannot be consumed such as, in the piers and marina area
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Province
Phang Nga

Krabi

Issues
•

An increase in tourism development

•

Fisheries in national park area

•

Lack of information and news distribution to local people

•

The coastal resources management within the provinces

•

Garbage problem

•

Conflicts of the areas between commercial and small fisheries

•

Suggesting to prepare coastal management plan of the province

•

Tourism development may result on the ecosystem degradation such as Ko Phi Phi

•

During the seasonal closure period, fishermen lack of optional occupation

•

Small size of fishing catch

•

Lower price of marine animal

•

The decrease of blue swimming crab which resulted from the needs of crabmeat. Smal crab has
no chance to breed and there is no solution in the present. For the gravid female blue swimming
crab that was caught, it can be solved by establishing blue swimming crab bank

Trang

•

Tourism results in an increase of marine debris

•

Coastal erosion

•

The reduction or changes in fisheries resources, presently there is a shift in occupation from
fishermen to be agriculture or tourism business

•

Coral bleaching

•

Small size of fishing product

•

Debris management on the island

•

Waste water

•

Sedimentation flow into the sea and cover on the sea grasses sources

•

The decrease of dugong population. The villagers agree to have a regulation for the proper
fishing gears and techniques.
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Province
Satun

Issues
•

There are many transboundary ships. Mutual negotiation among countries is needed

•

Bi-national registered ship has th e major capitalist in Malaysia and are uncontrolled in Thai
water.

•

Small Thai fishery ships usually intrude into Malaysia water since, in the past people usually
travel between countries

•

Fisheries Association of Satun has set the rules to conduct environmental friendly fisheries

•

Fishery law prohibits the fishery within 3,000 meters from the shoreline. Local fishermen want
to reduce to 2,000 meters

•

The trawlers are destructive fishing gears, especially to the sea bottom

•

The management plan should be done in community, sub-district, district and villages level
especially, the island communities.

•

The tourism that expands on Ko Li Pe still lack of control and result in environmental and natural
resources degradation.

•

The catching of small marine animal resulted from the production of animal feed and anchovy
fisheries

•

The marine garbage on the beach during the monsoon season

•

The lack of law enforcement

•

The artificial reef which lead to ease of fishing may result in the deplete in marine fish if are not
well managed.

•

During the closing of tourism season, some private sector in the area can conduct their business
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List of participants at Ranong Province

Monday, 7th February 2011 at Ranong City Hall
Name

Organization

1. Mr. Wanchat Wongchaichana

Ranong Provincial Office

2. Mr. Soemkiat Sutphatkaeo

Ranong Provincial Office

3. Mr. Ekwit Sinuan

Office of fishing pier, Ranong

4. Ms. Thitiya Suwanphong

Ranong Provincial Office of Tourism and Sports

5. Mr. Andunlor Sasi

Kam Phuan Tambon Administrative Organization

6. Mr. Khwanchai Yudi

Ranong Provincial Fisheries Office

7. Mr. Manu Ananthasarit

Ranong Provincial Office of Natural Resources and Environment

8. Mr. Witthaya Hawanon

Ranong Coastal Fisheries Development Center

9. Mr. Kamphon Loichuen

Ranong Marine Fisheries Station

10. Mr. Praphat Kaeomani

Ranong Marine Fisheries Station

11. Mr. Wirat Chanthachotikun

Lam Nam Kra Buri National Park

12. Mr. Charun Chaowonrang

Ranong Provincial Administrative Organization

13. Mr. Thanakon Sunsanam

Bang Hin Tambon Administrative Organization

14. Mr. Siri Puchaniyakun

Ranong Provincial Office of Natural Resources and Environment

15. Mr. Somphot Nimsanticharoen

Independence Researcher

16. Mr. Nikon Tanaosri

Ngao Tambon Administrative Organization

17. Mr. Chanit Phiranon

Sai Daeng Tambon Administrative Organization

18. Mr. Amphon Wongnen

Ranong Provincial Office

19. Mr. Kitjaphat Phatthana

-

20. Ms. Estelle Jones

Newcastle University UK, Mangrove for the future

21. Mr. Cliie Daumovy

Newcastle University UK, Mangrove for the future

22. Mr. Phanlop Itro

Bang Rin Tambon Administrative Organization

23. Ms. Sophit Laksana

Bang Kaeo Tambon Administrative Organization

24. Ms. Yuphaphon Thongchaem

Ranong Provincial Office

25. Mr. Sitthisak Ngoennu

Mangrove Development Station No.11 (Ranong)

26. Mr. Niwat Thapwong

Ranong Pier

27. Mr. Nitsan Ketwongwichan

Marine Office Region 5 (Ranong)

28. Mr. Phonprasit Itsariyamongkhon

Ranong Provincial Office

29. Mr. Chare Khongmak

Ranong Provincial Office

30. Ms. Phunisa Tansakul

-

35

List of participants at Phuket Province

Tuesday, 8th February 2011 at Phuket City Hall
Name

Organization

1. Mr. Niwit Arunrat

Deputy Governor of Phuket Province

2. Ms. Anchali Yako

Andaman Sea Fisheries research and Development Center

3. Mr. Satis Siwirachai

Mangrove Development Station No. 23

4. Ms. Salini Prap

Nation Group News

5. Ms. Achatya Chuenniran

Bangkok Post

6. Ms. Chutima SiaSathian

Phuketwan.com

7. Mr. Phuriphat Thirakunphisut

Marine Office 5 Phuket Branch

8. Ms. Duangphon Suno

City News Cable TV News

9. Mr. Marutphong Lueannam

Cable TV

10. Mr. Natthakrit Phonphet

Phuket Provincial Office of Natural resources and Environment

11. Mr. Prajuap Mokharat

Marine and Coastal Resources Conservation Center No. 5

12. Mr. Sutha Prathip Na Thalang

Chalong Bay Coastal community Network

13. Mr. Krichanat Suphanthakit

Cherng Talay Tambon Administrative Organization.

14. Mr. Pathomphong Kaeobandit

NBT Phuket

15. Mr. Bunrat Aphiwanthanakon

Khao Sod newspaper.

16. Ms. Satita Chitmet

Karon Municipality.

17. Ms. Rakchanok Phaenoi

Sirinath National Park

18. Mr. Sathian Kaeoprap

Phuket Provincial Administrative Organization

19. Ms. Chonyaphon Moren

The Phuket News

20. Mr. Chaiphon Phatthanarak

Phuket Provincial Office

21. Mr. Kiattisak Aphatthaphong

NBT Phuket

22. Mr. Sophon Khiamtawon

The Provincial Public Relations Office

23. Mr. Somsak Chaochang

Kamala Tambon Administrative Organization.

24. Mr. Kawi Saranakhomkun

Phuket Provincial Fisheries Office

25. Mr. Prachiad Aksornthamakul

Phuket Provincial Office

26. Mr. Sombun Aiyarak

Katoo Municipality

27. Mr. Thongchai Phuwachiranon

Environmental Office No. 15

28. Mr. Thawat Siwirachai

Phuket Coastal Fisheries Development Center

29. Ms. Buaban Suwanmani

Phuket Province Office of Tourism and Sports
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List of participants at Phangnga Province

Wednesday, 9th February 2011 at Phangnga City Hall
Name

Organization

1. Mr. Surin Phetsang

Deputy Governor of Phangnga Province

2. Ms. Phayao Bunchuai

Office of Natural resources and Environment

3. Mr. Ruchiphat Chinakon

Ko Kho Khao Tambon Administrative Organization

4. Mr. Nirut Bunnoi

Ko Kho Khao Tambon Administrative Organization

5. Mr. Chairot Nain

Ko Kho Khao Tambon Administrative Organization

6. Mr. Norasing Sapprasit

Fisheries Association, Phangnga Province

7. Mr. Porameth Sae-eiap

Ko Phrathong Tambon Administrative Organization

8. Mr. Jittichot Chudam

Ko Phrathong Tambon Administrative Organization

9. Mr. Seksan Matcha

Phangnga Provincial Fisheries Office

10. Mr. Supat Phraethong

Mangrove Development Station No. 17

11. Mr. Watthana Phonprasoet

Khao Lampi - Hat Thai Mueang National Park

12. Mr. Bandit Tingwang

Andaman Organization for Participatory Restoration of Natural
Resources

13. Mr. Somphong Kasirak

Andaman Organization for Participatory Restoration of Natural
Resources

14. Mr. Sarawut Nuhan

Lam Kaen Tambon Administrative Organization

15. Mr. Nopphadon Pekamon

Ko Yao Noi Tambon Administrative Organization

16. Mr. Saman Nalatam

Mangrove Development Station No. 19

17. Mr. Nuntaphon Chuaykaew

-

18. Ms. Thiphaphon Traithong

Phangnga Coastal Fisheries Development Center

19. Mr. Rut Thongkhachon

Mangrove Development Station No. 22

20. Ms.Kankura Haisakhanen

Phangnga Province Office of Tourism and Sports

21. Mr. Nopphadon Ingokwatcharakun

Phangnga Provincial Office of Natural resources And Environment

22. Ms. Sirima Priyawongsakun

Phangnga Provincial Office

23. Mr. Chainarong Maharae

Bang Muang Tambon Administrative Organization

24. Mr. Wichian Chueathai

Phangnga Provincial Administrative Organization

25. Ms. Onrasa Phetsalapsri

Andaman Sea Fisheries research and Development Center

26. Mr. Aniwat Chairattanachok

Khuek-khak Tambon Administrative Organization

27. Mr. Thirasak Wirattanaserikun

Mangrove Development Station No. 20

28. Mr. Chakaphan Muangyim

Mangrove Development Station No. 18

29. Mr. Wirata Tongtiram

Mangrove Development Station No. 16

30. Mr. Prayat Chophakaphan

Phangnga Provincial Strategic planning Office

31. Mr. Thanakon Umasa

Office of Natural resources and Environment
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32. Mr. Thanawisit Iaosakun

Office of Natural resources and Environment

33. Mr. Damrong Sinto

Ko Pan Yi Tambon Administrative Organization

34. Ms. Borirak Kosakun

The Provincial Public Relations Office

35. Mr. Amit Khamnuengkan

Coastal Fisheries Committee

36. Mr. Sathit Rattanachawi

Tha Yu Tambon Administrative Organization

37. Ms. Wimala Thinthapput

Lo Yung Tambon Administrative Organization

38. Mr. Sompho Onketphon

Office of Natural resources and Environment

39. Mr. Choetsak Chirophat

Marine Office 5 Phangnga Branch

40. Mr. Suriya Sonsoem

Mangrove Development Station No. 21

41. Ms. Rungthiwa Saenbodo

Office of Natural resources and Environment
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List of participants at Krabi Province

Thursday, 10th February 2011 at Government Service, Ministry of Labour Krabi
Name

Organization

1. Mr. Uthen Tantribun

Deputy Governor of Krabi Province

2. Ms. Chutima Laeyuhim

The Provincial Public Relations Office

3. Mr. Nimit Ninwat

Krabi Provincial Office

4. Mr. Anirut Khirina

Krabi Provincial Fisheries Office

5. Ms. Somsi Sisuwan

Than Bokkhorani National Park

6. Mr. Somphong Boekna

Department of marine and Coastal resources

7. Mr. Manun Temram

Department of marine and Coastal resources

8. Ms. Jiraphon Rattanaphrom

Krabi Provincial Fisheries Office

9. Ms. Amphai Longloi

Krabi Coastal Fisheries Development Center

10. Mr. Manat Chuhong

Office of Natural resources and Environment

11. Mr. Somphon Khlamching

Hat Noppharat Thara - Mu Ko Phi Phi National Park

12. Mr. Alit Nunmana

The Provincial Public Relations Office

13. Mr. Luesak Sakaphan

Wetland Development Office 26

14. Mr. Chaiyaphon Lusawatdikul

Centre of Research for Development and Conservation of Crab,
Tung Talae Forest

15. Mr. Surasak Mongkhonchaisit

Marine office No.15 Krabi

16. Ms. Sulatta Suephet

Sai Thai Tambon Administrative Organization

17. Mr. Thiwanan Sutthikoet

Khao Khram Tambon Administrative Organization

18. Ms. Janth Tawan

Si Bo Ya Tambon Administrative Organization

19. Mr. Phaisan Chaichanasongkhram

Khlong Prasong Tambon Administrative Organization

20. Mr. Kuson Wachedi

Sala Dan Tambon Administrative Organization

21. Mr. Aphichai Aranyik

Krabi Provincial Office of Tourism and Sports

22. Ms. Orasa Phetsalapsi

Andaman Sea Fisheries research and Development Center

23. Mr. Thotsaphon Engchuan

Mangrove Development Station No. 24
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List of participants at Trang Province

Friday, 11th February 2011 at Trang City Hall
Name

Organization

1. Mr. Yutthana Malakan

Center for prevention and superssion of fisheries Krabi

2. Mr. Sommai Suksom

Trang Provincial Administrative Organization

3. Mr. Anurak Wanmusa

Ko Li Bong Tambon Administrative Organization

4. Ms. Wipha Limkhamsuk

Office of Natural resources and Environment

5. Mr. Akhom Yutthana

Department of marine and Coastal resources

6. Mr. Suthi Suksong

Marine Office 5 Trang Branch

7. Mr. Wanatdanan Wonphithaknon

Khao Mai Kaeo Tambon Administrative Organization

8. Mr. Wirat Wangsen

Na Kluea Tambon Administrative Organization

9. Mr. Chaiwut Phetrat

Trang Provincial Fisheries Office

10. Mr. Sonthaya Bunsuk

Satun Marine Fisheries Station

11. Mr. Monphat Wongsanuwat

Office of Natural resources and Environment

12. Mr. Phonchai Chuaijit

Office of Natural resources and Environment

13. Mr. Prasit Rakdam

Internal Security Operations Command Trang

14. Mr. Chatchai Chaimon

Ko Sukon Tambon Administrative Organization

15. Mr. Sarawut Seammai

Ko Sukon Tambon Administrative Organization

16. Mr. Samak Thongkaeo

Bo Hin Tambon Administrative Organization

17. Mr. Chusak Fukait

The Provincial Public Relations Office
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List of participants at Satun Province

Monday, 14th February 2011 at Satun City Hall
Name

Organization

1. Mr. Amnuai Khong Phrom

Satun Marine Fisheries Station

2. Ms. Sabina Ongsala

Mangrove Forest Research and Development Station

3. Mr. Pricha Khunklai

Mangrove Forest Research and Development Station

4. Mr. Phichet Sutduean

Marine office No.5 Satun

5. Mr. Charuek Satsadi

La-ngu Tambon Administrative Organization

6. Mr. Arun Chuprasit

Fisheries Association, Satun Province

7. Mr. Maley Todin

Pu Yu Tambon Administrative Organization

8. Mr. Suwat Hirantrakan

Mangrove Development Station No. 41

9. Mr. Panaphon Chiwaserichon

Tarutao National Park

10. Ms. Charuai Wandi

The Provincial Public Relations Office

11. Mr. Somkian Chesa

Mangrove Development Station No. 34

12. Mr. Choetsaeng Bunthae

Satun Provincial Fisheries Office

13. Mr. Watcharin Rattanachu

Satun Provincial Fisheries Office

14. Mr. Suphak Rattanawibun

Office of Natural resources and Environment

15. Ms. Montri Sakunchin

Office of Natural resources and Environment

16. Ms. Armina Ardam

Thale Ban National Park

17. Mr. Apdunarnis Ammasi

Thale Ban National Park

18. Mr. Sathaphon Phengbunna

Mu Ko Phetra National Park

19. Ms. Suphawadi Kaeomaniprot

Internal Security Operations Command Satun

20. Mr. Charoen Sriboon

Internal Security Operations Command Satun

21. Mr. Nanthaphon Denben

Long trail boat operation network, Satun
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